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In 2010, five magnificent Blackfoot shirts, now owned by the University of Oxford's Pitt Rivers Museum,
were brought to Alberta to be exhibited at the Glenbow Museum, in Calgary, and the Galt Museum, in
Lethbridge. The shirts had not returned to Blackfoot territory since 1841, when officers of the Hudson's Bay
Company acquired them. The shirts were later transported to England, where they had remained ever since.

Exhibiting the shirts at the museums was, however, only one part of the project undertaken by Laura Peers
and Alison Brown. Prior to the installation of the exhibits, groups of Blackfoot people?hundreds
altogether?participated in special "handling sessions," in which they were able to touch the shirts and
examine them up close. The shirts, some painted with mineral pigments and adorned with porcupine
quillwork, others decorated with locks of human and horse hair, took the breath away of those who saw,
smelled, and touched them. Long-dormant memories were awakened, and many of the participants described
a powerful sense of connection and familiarity with the shirts, which still house the spirit of the ancestors
who wore them.

In the pages of this beautifully illustrated volume is the story of an effort to build a bridge between museums
and source communities, in hopes of establishing stronger, more sustaining relationships between the two
and spurring change in prevailing museum policies. Negotiating the tension between a museum's institutional
protocol and Blackfoot cultural protocol was challenging, but the experience described both by the authors
and by Blackfoot contributors to the volume was transformative. Museums seek to preserve objects for
posterity. This volume demonstrates that the emotional and spiritual power of objects does not vanish with
the death of those who created them. For Blackfoot people today, these shirts are a living presence, one that
evokes a sense of continuity and inspires pride in Blackfoot cultural heritage.
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From reader reviews:

William Butcher:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Visiting with the
Ancestors: Blackfoot Shirts in Museum Spaces (Athabasca University Press)? Maybe it is to be best activity
for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other opinion?

Nancy Hunt:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the fact just
their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because start
from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Visiting with the Ancestors: Blackfoot Shirts in
Museum Spaces (Athabasca University Press) to read.

Bertha Franke:

The reserve with title Visiting with the Ancestors: Blackfoot Shirts in Museum Spaces (Athabasca
University Press) contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read
this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented
the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world.
That book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone,
so you can read this anywhere you want.

Mario Curtin:

You could spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This Visiting with the Ancestors: Blackfoot
Shirts in Museum Spaces (Athabasca University Press) is simple bringing you can read it in the playground,
in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can
buy the particular e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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