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A veteran of the American Revolutionary War, the Continental gondola Philadelphia is the oldest intact
warship currently on display in North America. After its recovery from the bottom of Lake Champlain in
1935, the fifty-four foot long Philadelphia, armed with three cannon and eight swivel guns, was moved to
the newly constructed building housing what is now the National Museum of American History of the
Smithsonian Institution.

Since then Philadelphia has testified to the heroic struggle between a hastily built fleet of American warships
and an overwhelmingly superior British fleet on Lake Champlain in October of 1776. Although the
Americans were defeated and Philadelphia sank, the shipbuilding race and naval contest of which the
gondola was a part delayed the British invasion of the rebelling colonies for one year. The delay, according
to most historians, gave the American forces much-needed time to muster a defense that ultimately resulted
in the British defeat at Saratoga in 1777.

In the sixty-four years since the ship’s recovery, no comprehensive analysis of this vessel or the associated
artifacts has ever been produced.

In this fascinating work, archaeologist John Bratten details the gunboat's history, construction, armament,
tools, utensils, personal items, and rigging elements. He takes advantage of contemporary records to describe
the Philadelphia's artifacts and presents for the first time an analysis of photographs taken during the 1935
recovery of the boat. Finally, he assesses the replica Philadelphia II, built at the Lake Champlain Maritime
Museum during 1989–91 in order to provide an opportunity to evaluate how the gondola was built, manned,
sailed, and propelled by sweeps.

Through his careful analysis, Bratten offers modern readers a glimpse of the naval battles that ultimately
helped to win the independence of our democratic nation.
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From reader reviews:

Vanesa Thomas:

The book The Gondola Philadelphia and the Battle of Lake Champlain (S. N. Arch) make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting tension or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying a book The
Gondola Philadelphia and the Battle of Lake Champlain (S. N. Arch) being your habit, you can get much
more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You are
able to know everything if you like open and read a guide The Gondola Philadelphia and the Battle of Lake
Champlain (S. N. Arch). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Matthew Williams:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Gondola Philadelphia and the
Battle of Lake Champlain (S. N. Arch). All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can
look for the internet resources or other social media.

David Smith:

Often the book The Gondola Philadelphia and the Battle of Lake Champlain (S. N. Arch) has a lot associated
with on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Homer Simon:

The Gondola Philadelphia and the Battle of Lake Champlain (S. N. Arch) can be one of your basic books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in
writing The Gondola Philadelphia and the Battle of Lake Champlain (S. N. Arch) but doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource info that maybe you can be considered
one of it. This great information could drawn you into new stage of crucial imagining.
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