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Many of the world’s most renowned and exciting ornamental plants—including magnolias, roses,
rhododendrons, tree peonies, lilies, and blue poppies—have their origins in China. In the mid-nineteenth
century, professional plant hunters were dispatched by nurseries and botanic gardens to collect living
botanical specimens from China for cultivation in Europe, and it is these adventurers and nurserymen who
are often credited with the explosive bloom of Chinese flowers in the West.

But as Jane Kilpatrick shows in Fathers of Botany, the first Westerners to come upon and document this
bounty were in fact cut from a different cloth: the clergy. Following the Opium Wars, European missionaries
were the first explorers to dig further into the Chinese interior and send home evidence of one of the richest
and most varied floras ever seen, and it was their discoveries that caused a sensation among Western
plantsmen. Both men of faith and talented botanists alike, these missionaries lent their names to many of the
plants they discovered, but their own stories disappeared into the leaf litter of history. Drawing on their
letters and contemporary accounts, Kilpatrick focuses on the lives of four great French missionary
botanists—Pères Armand David (of Davidia involucrata—the dove tree—and discoverer of the giant panda),
Jean Marie Delavay, Paul Guillaume Farges, and Jean André Soulié—as well as a group of other French
priests, Franciscan missionaries, and a single German Protestant pastor who all amassed significant plant
collections, as she unearths a lost chapter of botanical history. In so doing, she reminds today’s gardeners
and botanists—and any of us who stop to smell the roses—of the enormous debt owed to these obscure
fathers of botany.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Dealba:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Fathers of Botany: The Discovery of Chinese Plants by European
Missionaries. Try to the actual book Fathers of Botany: The Discovery of Chinese Plants by European
Missionaries as your close friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you really feel alone and
beside that of course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The
book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let us make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Steven Connell:

The book Fathers of Botany: The Discovery of Chinese Plants by European Missionaries can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a
very important thing like a book Fathers of Botany: The Discovery of Chinese Plants by European
Missionaries? Wide variety you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many
facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take
for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Fathers of Botany: The
Discovery of Chinese Plants by European Missionaries has simple shape but you know: it has great and big
function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a publication. So it is very
wonderful.

Lola Behrendt:

This book untitled Fathers of Botany: The Discovery of Chinese Plants by European Missionaries to be one
of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because when you read this e-book you can get a lot
of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it by
means of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book,
because you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
reserve from your list.

John Davis:

The guide untitled Fathers of Botany: The Discovery of Chinese Plants by European Missionaries is the book
that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person.
The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a
lot of research when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also might get the e-book of Fathers of Botany: The Discovery of Chinese Plants by European
Missionaries from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.
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