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From the 1980s through the first decade of the twenty-first century, the spread of democracy across the
developing and post-Communist worlds transformed the global political landscape. What drove these
changes and what determined whether the emerging democracies would stabilize or revert to authoritarian
rule? Dictators and Democrats takes a comprehensive look at the transitions to and from democracy in
recent decades. Deploying both statistical and qualitative analysis, Stephen Haggard and Robert Kaufman
engage with theories of democratic change and advocate approaches that emphasize political and
institutional factors. While inequality has been a prominent explanation for democratic transitions, the
authors argue that its role has been limited, and elites as well as masses can drive regime change.

Examining seventy-eight cases of democratic transition and twenty-five reversions since 1980, Haggard and
Kaufman show how differences in authoritarian regimes and organizational capabilities shape popular
protest and elite initiatives in transitions to democracy, and how institutional weaknesses cause some
democracies to fail. The determinants of democracy lie in the strength of existing institutions and the public's
capacity to engage in collective action. There are multiple routes to democracy, but those growing out of
mass mobilization may provide more checks on incumbents than those emerging from intra-elite bargains.

Moving beyond well-known beliefs regarding regime changes, Dictators and Democrats explores the
conditions under which transitions to democracy are likely to arise.
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From reader reviews:

Jesus Puga:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
guide has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Dictators and Democrats: Masses, Elites, and Regime Change.

Joshua West:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot
more to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Looking at
a book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specially this Dictators and Democrats: Masses,
Elites, and Regime Change book because book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Robert Caceres:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new information. When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a
number of ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this Dictators and Democrats: Masses, Elites, and Regime Change, you can tells
your family, friends in addition to soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire others, make them
reading a book.

Martin Solomon:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Dictators and Democrats:
Masses, Elites, and Regime Change is simple to create you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often
the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. So there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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