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Musicians who work professionally with ballet and dance companies sometimes wonder if they haven’t
entered a foreign country—a place where the language and customs seem so utterly familiar and so
bafflingly strange at the same. To someone without a dance background, phrases and terms--boy’s variation,
pas d’action, apothéose—simply don’t fit their standard musical vocabulary. Even a familiar term like
adagio means something quite different in the world of dance. Like any working professional, those
conductors, composers, rehearsal pianists, instrumentalists and even music librarians working with
professional ballet and dance companies must learn what dance professionals talk about when they talk about
music.

In Ballet Music: A Handbook Matthew Naughtin provides a practical guide for the professional musician
who works with ballet companies, whether as a full-time staff member or as an independent contractor. In
this comprehensive work, he addresses the daily routine of the modern ballet company, outlines the
respective roles of the conductor, company pianist and music librarian and their necessary collaboration with
choreographers and ballet masters, and examines the complete process of putting a dance performance on
stage, from selection or existing music to commissioning original scores to staging the final production.
Because ballet companies routinely revise the great ballets to fit the needs of their staff and stage, audience
and orchestra, ballet repertoire is a tangled web for the uninitiated. At the core of Ballet Music: A Handbook
lies an extensive listing of classic ballets in the standard repertoire, with information on their history,
versions, revisions, instrumentation, score publishers and other sources for tracking down both the original
music and subsequent musical additions and adaptations.

Ballet Music: A Handbook is an invaluable resource for conductors, pianists and music librarians as well as
any student, scholar or fan of the ballet interested in the complex machinery that works backstage before the
curtain goes up.
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Kim:

The ability that you get from Ballet Music: A Handbook (Music Finders) may be the more deep you rooting
the information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to comprehend but Ballet Music: A Handbook (Music Finders) giving you joy feeling of
reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who
read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This particular book also makes
your current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Ballet Music: A Handbook (Music Finders)
instantly.

Debra Daniel:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Ballet Music: A Handbook (Music
Finders) is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did
not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you much easier
to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Helen Noyola:

Beside this Ballet Music: A Handbook (Music Finders) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to
get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here
is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Ballet Music: A Handbook (Music Finders) because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you don't get what it's interesting features of. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be
questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss the idea? Find this book and
also read it from today!

Liza Serrano:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
or even make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul
or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Ballet Music: A Handbook (Music Finders) can make you truly feel more interested
to read.
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