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Kenneth Hamilton's book engagingly and lucidly dissects the oft-invoked myth of a Great Tradition, or
Golden Age of Pianism. It is written both for players and for members of their audiences by a pianist who
believes that scholarship and readability can go hand-in-hand. Hamilton discusses in meticulous yet lively
detail the performance-style of great pianists from Liszt to Paderewski, and delves into the far-from-
inevitable development of the piano recital. He entertainingly recounts how classical concerts evolved from
exuberant, sometimes riotous events into the formal, funereal trotting out of predictable pieces they can be
today, how an often unhistorical "respect for the score" began to replace pianists' improvisations and
adaptations, and how the clinical custom arose that an audience should be seen and not heard.

Pianists will find food for thought here on their repertoire and the traditions of its performance. Hamilton
chronicles why pianists of the past did not always begin a piece with the first note of the score, nor end with
the last. He emphasizes that anxiety over wrong notes is a relatively recent psychosis, and playing entirely
from memory a relatively recent requirement.

Audiences will encounter a vivid account of how drastically different are the recitals they attend compared to
concerts of the past, and how their own role has diminished from noisily active participants in the concert
experience to passive recipients of artistic benediction from the stage. They will discover when cowed
listeners eventually stopped applauding between movements, and why they stopped talking loudly during
them.

The book's broad message proclaims that there is nothing divinely ordained about our own concert-practices,
programming and piano-performance styles. Many aspects of the modern approach are unhistorical-some
laudable, some merely ludicrous. They are also far removed from those fondly, if deceptively, remembered
as constituting a Golden Age.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Abel:

With other case, little people like to read book After the Golden Age: Romantic Pianism and Modern
Performance. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important a book After the Golden Age: Romantic Pianism and Modern Performance. You can add expertise
and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can
recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will end up known. About
simple thing until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book as well as searching
by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's study.

Charles Carey:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not call for people to be aware of each data they get. How a lot more to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Reading a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this After the Golden Age: Romantic Pianism
and Modern Performance book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details
in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Rosemarie Sanders:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's
heart and soul or real their pastime. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library.
They go to right now there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important,
boring in addition to can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important
for yourself. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise
word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this After the Golden Age: Romantic Pianism and
Modern Performance can make you truly feel more interested to read.

Alice Walker:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. Through the book After the Golden Age: Romantic Pianism and Modern Performance we can take
more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book.
Only choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this
book After the Golden Age: Romantic Pianism and Modern Performance. You can more appealing than now.
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