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Highlights of the extraordinary wartime diaries of Ivan Maisky, Soviet ambassador to London

The terror and purges of Stalin’s Russia in the 1930s discouraged Soviet officials from leaving documentary
records let alone keeping personal diaries. A remarkable exception is the unique diary assiduously kept by
Ivan Maisky, the Soviet ambassador to London between 1932 and 1943. This selection from Maisky's diary,
never before published in English, grippingly documents Britain’s drift to war during the 1930s,
appeasement in the Munich era, negotiations leading to the signature of the Ribbentrop–Molotov Pact,
Churchill’s rise to power, the German invasion of Russia, and the intense debate over the opening of the
second front.
 
Maisky was distinguished by his great sociability and access to the key players in British public life. Among
his range of regular contacts were politicians (including Churchill, Chamberlain, Eden, and Halifax), press
barons (Beaverbrook), ambassadors (Joseph Kennedy), intellectuals (Keynes, Sidney and Beatrice Webb),
writers (George Bernard Shaw, H. G. Wells), and indeed royalty. His diary further reveals the role personal
rivalries within the Kremlin played in the formulation of Soviet policy at the time. Scrupulously edited and
checked against a vast range of Russian and Western archival evidence, this extraordinary narrative diary
offers a fascinating revision of the events surrounding the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:

Nick Jansen:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Maisky Diaries: The Wartime Revelations of Stalin's Ambassador
in London book is readable simply by you who hate those straight word style. You will find the facts here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to
you. The writer associated with The Maisky Diaries: The Wartime Revelations of Stalin's Ambassador in
London content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you still thinking The Maisky Diaries: The
Wartime Revelations of Stalin's Ambassador in London is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Angela Rodriguez:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information presently can get by anyone at
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is within the former life are challenging to be find than now's
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Maisky Diaries: The Wartime Revelations of
Stalin's Ambassador in London as your daily resource information.

William Bixby:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If
you want to try out look for book, may be the publication untitled The Maisky Diaries: The Wartime
Revelations of Stalin's Ambassador in London can be excellent book to read. May be it may be best activity
to you.

Richard Hunt:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Maisky Diaries: The Wartime Revelations of
Stalin's Ambassador in London was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book The
Maisky Diaries: The Wartime Revelations of Stalin's Ambassador in London has many kinds or style. Start
from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can read and think you are the
character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that will.
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