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Ever since 1942, when Carl Hempel declared that historical events are explained by subsuming them under
laws governing the occurrence of similar events, philosophers have debated the validity of explanations
based on ‘covering laws.' In The Logic of Historical Explanation, Clayton Roberts provides akey to
understanding the role of covering lawsin historical explanation. He does so by distinguishing between their
use at the macro- and micro- levels, adistinction that no other scholar has made. Roberts contends that the
positivists were right to believe that covering laws are indispensable in historical explanations but wrong to
think that these laws apply to macro-events (such as wars and revolutions). Similarly, the humanists were
right to declare that historians do not explain the occurrence of macro-events by subsuming them under
covering laws but wrong to deny the role of covering laws in tracing the course of events leading to the
macro-event. Roberts resolves this debate by showing that, though useless in explaining macro-events,
covering laws are indispensable in connecting the steps in an explanatory narrative. He then sets forth the
logic of an explanatory narrative, explores the nature of rational explanation, and distinguishes the logic of
historical interpretation from the logic of historical explanation.
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From reader reviews:
Erin Cummins

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide The Logic of Historical Explanation
will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything.
But some of you think that will open or reading the book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they
may be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or suited book with you?

Edgar Curtis:

Typically the book The Logic of Historical Explanation has alot associated with on it. So when you check
out this book you can get alot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. The author makes
some research ahead of write this book. Thiskind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after
reading this book.

Roxie Jenkins:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are
ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Logic of Historical Explanation, you could enjoy
both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to missit? What kind of hangout type isit? Oh occur its
mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Carl Terrdl:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can haveitin e
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific The Logic of Historical Explanation can give you a
lot of friends because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than various other
make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? L et me have The Logic of Historical Explanation.
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