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Judith Roche's fourth collection of poems, All Fire All Water, consists of four parts. "Rivers Have
Memories," the first part, explores nature and our relationship to it. Poems include fish and birds, bees and
wolves, storms and the changing of the seasons. Drawing from the Salish Sea, where Roche lives, the Pacific
Ocean, and the northern Great Lakes, these poems are steeped in water. But there's plenty of the fire of
passion in this collection as well. In "A Bird Caught in the Throat," Roche turns to "The Face of War" and
the horrors of unnecessary suffering; e.g., the "blood for oil" the 20th and 21st century have brought us. She
writes of a usually well-intentioned friend from her liberal church who says she would torture those who are
cruel to animals. In "Hoffa" she invokes a childhood memory of the unthinking pain adults can inflict on
children, in this case, James Hoffa (the son, not his famous father) in the 11th grade.

In "The Husbands Sweet," a play on suite, she looks back from a great distance to a marriage both painful
and beloved. These poems are in turn ironic, playful, rueful, and humorous, but still keep all of the sorrow
intact. There are poems of other assignations after the bitter breakup of the marriage.

The final section is "We Are Stardust," the title taken from the Joni Mitchell song. These poems pose
existential questions and explorations of identity and the possibilities of honest communication with others.
Roche has a nonverbal, handicapped son and these poems are informed by some of the frustration of
communication with him, other than that infused by profound love. She wonders if we can understand the
nonverbal language of other creatures, especially crows, and the possibility of bridging the gaps between us
and other sentient beings, including ancient beings. In "Linear B" and "Linear A" she tries to understand
ancient Greece, the culture and the people, through what we know of their language. In "Metaphors of Dust,"
she explores where we come from: "As it turns out, we actually are stardust./ I thought it was a metaphor/ of
life and space and time./ Apparently, our materials are 13 million years old./ We are star stuff pondering the
story/ told in the life of the stars."

Throughout this collection, the poems are infused with the music of the language in careful interplay of
assonance and consonance.

(Judith Roche)
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From reader reviews:

Saul Robinson:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book All Fire All Water. You can choose the best book if you
want reading a book. Providing we know about how is important some sort of book All Fire All Water. You
can add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from
book you can understand everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book
or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's examine.

Jeremy Smith:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work
here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside seem
likes. Maybe you answer may be All Fire All Water why because the great cover that make you consider
regarding the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside
or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly make suggestions to pick up this book.

Timothy Roesch:

This All Fire All Water is great guide for you because the content that is full of information for you who else
always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information
accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but
difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having All Fire All Water in your hand like
having the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no book that offer you world in
ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?

Adriana Cornell:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but also novel and All Fire All Water or even others sources
were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more
and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping
them to put their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes All Fire All
Water to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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