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Astor Piazzolla was a musical genius, a man who used the national dance of Argentina as raw material for a
whole new musical genre. In Le Grand Tango, María Susana Azzi and Simon Collier vividly capture the life
of this extraordinary musician--a visionary who won worldwide acclaim, but sparked bitter controversy in
his native land.
Azzi and Collier trace Piazzolla's early life from his birth in Argentina in 1921 to his childhood years on the
Lower East Side of Manhattan, where he first developed a talent for the bandoneon, the accordion-like
instrument central to the tango. They describe his return to Argentina at age 16 and his rapid rise in the
intoxicating world of tango, where he quickly earned a place with the leading dance band, and then formed
his own group. But at the height of his success, Piazzolla decided to take tango music to a new level and
studied composition with the legendary Nadia Boulanger in Paris. Combining deft musical analysis and
intriguing personal insight, Azzi and Collier show how he created a dramatically new style of tango music
influenced by jazz and classical pieces--a tango music meant for listening, not dancing. But they also show
that, in the birthplace of the tango, he met fierce resistance. He eventually left Argentina for Europe, where
he emerged as an international celebrity.
Since Piazzolla's death in 1992, his influence has only grown. Jazz giants such as Gary Burton and Al Di
Meola--and classical stars Yo-Yo Ma, Emanuel Ax, and Daniel Barenboim--have all recorded albums of his
works. Now Azzi and Collier have given us the first biography of this astonishingly gifted musician.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy Hardy:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Le Grand
Tango: The Life and Music of Astor Piazzolla? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has
the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Denita Lumley:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Le Grand
Tango: The Life and Music of Astor Piazzolla, you could tells your family, friends as well as soon about
yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a guide.

Dawn Bliss:

Beside this particular Le Grand Tango: The Life and Music of Astor Piazzolla in your phone, it may give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have Le Grand Tango: The Life and Music of Astor Piazzolla because this book
offers to you readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot
be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the idea? Find this
book in addition to read it from at this point!

Richard Rodriguez:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Le Grand Tango: The Life and Music of
Astor Piazzolla to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is
developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to start a
book and examine it. Beside that the publication Le Grand Tango: The Life and Music of Astor Piazzolla can
to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of



these time.
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