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For years, the residents of Diamond, Louisiana, lived with an inescapable acrid, metallic smell -- the "toxic
bouquet" of pollution -- and a mysterious chemical fog that seeped into their houses. They looked out on the
massive Norco Industrial Complex: a maze of pipelines, stacks topped by flares burning off excess gas, and
huge oil tankers moving up the Mississippi. They experienced headaches, stinging eyes, allergies, asthma,
and other respiratory problems, skin disorders, and cancers that they were convinced were caused by their
proximity to heavy industry. Periodic industrial explosions damaged their houses and killed some of their
neighbors. Their small, African-American, mixed-income neighborhood was sandwiched between two giant
Shell Oil plants in Louisiana's notorious Chemical Corridor. When the residents of Diamond demanded that
Shell relocate them, their chances of success seemed slim: a community with little political clout was taking
on the second-largest oil company in the world. And yet, after effective grassroots organizing, unremitting
fenceline protests, seemingly endless negotiations with Shell officials, and intense media coverage, the
people of Diamond finally got what they wanted: money from Shell to help them relocate out of harm's way.
In this book, Steve Lerner tells their story.

Around the United States, struggles for environmental justice such as the one in Diamond are the new front
lines of both the civil rights and the environmental movements, and Diamond is in many ways a classic
environmental-justice story: a minority neighborhood, faced with a polluting industry in its midst, fights
back. But Diamond is also the history of a black community that goes back to the days of slavery. In 1811,
Diamond (then the Trepagnier Plantation) was the center of the largest slave rebellion in United States
history. Descendants of these slaves were among the participants in the modern-day Diamond relocation
campaign.

Steve Lerner talks to the people of Diamond, and lets them tell their story in their own words. He talks also
to the residents of a nearby white neighborhood -- many of whom work for Shell and have fewer complaints
about the plants -- and to environmental activists and Shell officials. His account of Diamond's 30-year
ordeal puts a human face on the struggle for environmental justice in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

William Leighty:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this aren't like that. This Diamond: A Struggle for Environmental Justice in Louisiana's Chemical Corridor
(Urban and Industrial Environments) book is readable by means of you who hate the perfect word style. You
will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without leaving even decrease the
knowledge that want to give to you. The writer involving Diamond: A Struggle for Environmental Justice in
Louisiana's Chemical Corridor (Urban and Industrial Environments) content conveys thinking easily to
understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just
different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking Diamond: A Struggle for Environmental Justice in
Louisiana's Chemical Corridor (Urban and Industrial Environments) is not loveable to be your top list
reading book?

Armando Rodgers:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their
proficiency in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this
Diamond: A Struggle for Environmental Justice in Louisiana's Chemical Corridor (Urban and Industrial
Environments).

John Ward:

You may spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Diamond: A Struggle for
Environmental Justice in Louisiana's Chemical Corridor (Urban and Industrial Environments) is simple to
create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not get much space to bring
the actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save the
actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Kay Roberts:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul
or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that



on this age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this Diamond: A Struggle for Environmental Justice in Louisiana's Chemical Corridor
(Urban and Industrial Environments) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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