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In this biography of Joaquín de Arredondo, historian Bradley Folsom brings to life one of the most
influential and ruthless leaders in North American history. Arredondo (1776–1837), a Bourbon loyalist who
governed Texas and the other interior provinces of northeastern New Spain during the Mexican War of
Independence, contended with attacks by revolutionaries, U.S. citizens, generals who had served in
Napoleon’s army, pirates, and various American Indian groups, all attempting to wrest control of the region.
Often resorting to violence to deal with the provinces’ problems, Arredondo was for ten years the most
powerful official in northeastern New Spain.

Folsom’s lively account shows the challenges of governing a vast and inhospitable region and provides
insight into nineteenth-century military tactics and Spanish viceregal realpolitik. When Arredondo and his
army—which included Arredondo’s protégé, future president of Mexico Antonio López de Santa
Anna—arrived in Nuevo Santander in 1811, they quickly suppressed a revolutionary upheaval. Arredondo
went on to expel an army of revolutionaries and invaders from the United States who had taken over Texas
and declared it an independent republic. In the Battle of Medina, the bloodiest battle ever fought in Texas, he
crushed the insurgents and followed his victory with a purge that reduced Texas’s population by half. Over
the following eight years, Arredondo faced fresh challenges to Spanish sovereignty ranging from Comanche
and Apache raids to continued American incursion. In response, Arredondo ignored his superiors and
ordered his soldiers to terrorize those who disagreed with him.

Arredondo’s actions had dramatic repercussions in Texas, Mexico, and the United States. His decision to
allow Moses Austin to colonize Texas with Americans would culminate in the defeat of Santa Anna in 1836,
but not before Santa Anna had made good use of the lessons in brutality he had learned so well from his
mentor.
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From reader reviews:

Eric Freeman:

The book Arredondo: Last Spanish Ruler of Texas and Northeastern New Spain gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book can to be
your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem using your subject. If you can make studying
a book Arredondo: Last Spanish Ruler of Texas and Northeastern New Spain to get your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all
subjects. You can know everything if you like start and read a reserve Arredondo: Last Spanish Ruler of
Texas and Northeastern New Spain. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia
or some others. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Peter Barba:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Arredondo: Last Spanish Ruler of Texas and Northeastern New Spain the mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one form conclusion and explanation which
maybe you never get ahead of. The Arredondo: Last Spanish Ruler of Texas and Northeastern New Spain
giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information
for your better life within this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern this is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Laura Crabtree:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book Arredondo: Last Spanish Ruler of Texas and Northeastern New Spain was filled
concerning science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can
experience enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Carol Hamilton:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
By the book Arredondo: Last Spanish Ruler of Texas and Northeastern New Spain we can have more
advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must love to read a book. Just choose
the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book Arredondo:



Last Spanish Ruler of Texas and Northeastern New Spain. You can more pleasing than now.
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