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In the years following the announcement of the invention of photography in 1839, practitioners in France
gave shape to this intriguing new medium through experimental printing techniques and innovative
compositions. The rich body of work they developed proved foundational to the establishment of early
photography, from the introduction of the paper negative in the late 1840s to the proliferation of more
standardized equipment and photomechanical technology in the 1860s.
 
The essays in this elegant volume investigate the early history of the medium when the ambiguities inherent
in the photograph were ardently debated. Focusing on the French photographers who worked with paper
negatives, especially the key figures Édouard Baldus, Gustave Le Gray, Henri Le Secq, and Charles Nègre,
Real/Ideal explores photography’s status as either fine art or industrial product (or both), its repertoire of
subject matter, its ideological functions, and even the ever-experimental photographic process itself.
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From reader reviews:

Jamey Ainsworth:

The e-book untitled Real/Ideal: Photography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century France is the guide that
recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to
anyone. The language that writer use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The
writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is
absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Real/Ideal: Photography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century
France from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Amber Payne:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your
mind talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as
compared to can satisfy your short time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book
that need more time to be study. Real/Ideal: Photography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century France can be your
answer since it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Helen Johnson:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Real/Ideal: Photography in Mid-
Nineteenth-Century France can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your extra time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have
than the others?

Paul Evans:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our information for everything. By a guide we can know
everything you want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book Real/Ideal: Photography in Mid-Nineteenth-Century France was filled
concerning science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some
people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you wanted.
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