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The advent of Islam in the seventh century brought profound economic changes to the Jews living in the
Middle East, and Talmudic law, compiled in and for an agrarian society, was ill equipped to address an
increasingly mercantile world. In response, and over the course of the seventh through eleventh centuries, the
heads of the Jewish yeshivot of Iraq sought precedence in custom to adapt Jewish law to the new economic
and social reality.

In Maimonides and the Merchants, Mark R. Cohen reveals the extent of even further pragmatic revisions to
the halakha, or body of Jewish law, introduced by Moses Maimonides in his Mishneh Torah, the
comprehensive legal code he compiled in the late twelfth century. While Maimonides insisted that he was
merely restating already established legal practice, Cohen uncovers the extensive reformulations that further
inscribed commerce into Jewish law. Maimonides revised Talmudic partnership regulations, created a
judicial method to enable Jewish courts to enforce forms of commercial agency unknown in the Talmud, and
even modified the halakha to accommodate the new use of paper for writing business contracts. Over and
again, Cohen demonstrates, the language of Talmudic rulings was altered to provide Jewish merchants
arranging commercial collaborations or litigating disputes with alternatives to Islamic law and the Islamic
judicial system.

Thanks to the business letters, legal documents, and accounts found in the manuscript stockpile known as the
Cairo Geniza, we are able to reconstruct in fine detail Jewish involvement in the marketplace practices that
contemporaries called "the custom of the merchants." In Maimonides and the Merchants, Cohen has written
a stunning reappraisal of how these same customs inflected Jewish law as it had been passed down through
the centuries.
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From reader reviews:

Christina Rogers:

The book Maimonides and the Merchants: Jewish Law and Society in the Medieval Islamic World (Jewish
Culture and Contexts) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So just why
must we leave the good thing like a book Maimonides and the Merchants: Jewish Law and Society in the
Medieval Islamic World (Jewish Culture and Contexts)? Some of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share
all of these. Book Maimonides and the Merchants: Jewish Law and Society in the Medieval Islamic World
(Jewish Culture and Contexts) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive function for
you. You can appear the enormous world by start and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Richard Rhone:

This Maimonides and the Merchants: Jewish Law and Society in the Medieval Islamic World (Jewish
Culture and Contexts) are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why.
The key reason why of this Maimonides and the Merchants: Jewish Law and Society in the Medieval Islamic
World (Jewish Culture and Contexts) can be on the list of great books you must have is definitely giving you
more than just simple reading through food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your
preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions both in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Maimonides and the Merchants: Jewish Law and
Society in the Medieval Islamic World (Jewish Culture and Contexts) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it useful in
your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Eric Baur:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Maimonides and the Merchants:
Jewish Law and Society in the Medieval Islamic World (Jewish Culture and Contexts) can be the solution,
oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Regina Dye:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their
pastime. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on



this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this Maimonides and the Merchants: Jewish Law and Society in the Medieval Islamic World (Jewish Culture
and Contexts) can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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