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Shaken by military defeat and economic depression after War World I, Germans sought to restore their
nation’s dignity and power. In this context the National Socialist Party, with its promise of a revivified
Germany, drew supporters. Among the most zealous were a number of Catholic clergymen known as “brown
priests” who volunteered as Nazi propagandists. In this insightful study, Spicer unearths a dark subchapter in
Roman Catholic history, introduces the principal clergymen who participated in the Nazi movement,
examines their motives, details their advocacy of National Socialism, and explores the consequences of their
political activism.

Some brown priests, particularly war veterans, advocated National Socialism because it appealed to their
patriotic ardor. Others had less laudatory motives: disaffection with clerical life, conflicts with Church
superiors, or ambition for personal power and fame. Whatever their individual motives, they employed their
skills as orators, writers, and teachers to proclaim the message of Nazism. Especially during the early 1930s,
when the Church forbade membership in the party, these clergymen strove to prove that Catholicism was
compatible with National Socialism, thereby justifying their support of Nazi ideology. Father Dr. Philipp
Haeuser, a scholar and pastor, went so far as to promote antisemitism while deifying Adolf Hitler. The
Führer’s antisemitism, Spicer argues, did not deter clergymen such as Haeuser because, although the Church
officially rejected the Nazis’ extreme racism, Catholic teachings tolerated hostility toward Jews by blaming
them for Christ’s crucifixion.

While a handful of brown priests enjoyed the forbearance of their bishops, others endured reprimand or even
dismissal; a few found new vocations with the Third Reich. After the fall of the Reich, the most visible
brown priests faced trial for their part in the crimes of National Socialism, a movement they had once so
earnestly supported.

In addition to this intriguing history about clergymen trying to reconcile faith and politics, Spicer provides a
master list—verified by extensive research in Church and government archives—of Catholic clergy who
publicly supported National Socialism.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Nielson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or even goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like looking at a
book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you will
need this Hitler's Priests: Catholic Clergy and National Socialism.

Donald Cortes:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This Hitler's Priests: Catholic Clergy and National
Socialism can give you a lot of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have issue
that they don't and make anyone more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's have Hitler's Priests: Catholic
Clergy and National Socialism.

Armando McFarland:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever simply by searching from it. It is
known as of book Hitler's Priests: Catholic Clergy and National Socialism. Contain your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most
significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Gregory Anderson:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we
know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around
the world. By the book Hitler's Priests: Catholic Clergy and National Socialism we can have more advantage.
Don't one to be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book. Merely choose the best
book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life with this book Hitler's Priests:
Catholic Clergy and National Socialism. You can more pleasing than now.
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