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On September 25, 1890, the Mormon prophet Wilford Woodruff publicly instructed his followers to abandon
polygamy. In doing so, he initiated a process that would fundamentally alter the Latter-day Saints and their
faith. Trading the most integral elements of their belief system for national acceptance, the Mormons
recreated themselves as model Americans.

Mary Campbell tells the story of this remarkable religious transformation in Charles Ellis Johnson and the
Erotic Mormon Image. One of the church’s favorite photographers, Johnson (1857–1926) spent the 1890s
and early 1900s taking pictures of Mormonism’s most revered figures and sacred sites. At the same time, he
did a brisk business in mail-order erotica, creating and selling stereoviews that he referred to as his “spicy
pictures of girls.” Situating these images within the religious, artistic, and legal culture of turn-of-the-century
America, Campbell reveals the unexpected ways in which they worked to bring the Saints into the nation’s
mainstream after the scandal of polygamy.

Engaging, interdisciplinary, and deeply researched, Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image
demonstrates the profound role pictures played in the creation of both the modern Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints and the modern American nation.
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From reader reviews:

Glen Hoffman:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated this for a
while is reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stay than
other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Charles Ellis Johnson
and the Erotic Mormon Image book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more
than just a book.

Katherine Sorenson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your
free of charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read.
If you want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic
Mormon Image can be excellent book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Rodney Hussey:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when compared
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find guide that need
more time to be go through. Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by you who have those short spare time problems.

Eugene Hughes:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will
make someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information
simpler to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book,
and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Charles Ellis Johnson and the Erotic Mormon Image this guide consist a
lot of the information of the condition of this world now. This book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
study when he makes this book. This is why this book suitable all of you.
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