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In late nineteenth-century German academic circles, the term verstehen (literally, understanding, or
comprehension) came to be associated with the view that social phenomena must be understood from the
point of view of the social actor. Advocates of this approach were opposed by positivists who stressed the
unity of method between the social and natural sciences and an external, experimental, and quantitative
knowledge. Although modified over time, the dispute between positivists and antipositivists--nowadays
called naturalists and antinaturalists--has persisted and still defines many debates in the field of philosophy
of social sciences. In this volume, Michael Martin offers a critical appraisal of verstehen as a method of
verification and discovery as well as a necessary condition for understanding.

In its strongest forms, verstehen entails subjectively reliving the experience of the social actor or at least
rethinking his or her thoughts, while in its weaker forms it only involves reconstructing the rationale for
acting. Martin's opening chapter offers a reconsideration of the debate between the classical verstehen
theorists--Wilhelm Dilthey, Max Weber, R.G. Collingwood--and the positivists. Chapters 2 and 3 deal with
positivist critiques of verstehen as a method of social scientific verification and understanding. In the
subsequent chapters Martin considers contemporary varieties of the verstehen position and argues that they
like the classical positions, they conflict with the pluralistic nature of social science. Chapter 4 discusses
Peter Winch's and William Dray's variants of verstehen, while chapters 5 through 9 consider recent theorists-
-Karl Popper, Charles Taylor, Clifford Geertz--whose work can be characterized in verstehenist terms: In his
conclusion Martin defines the limitations of the classical and recent verstehen positions and proposes a
methodological pluralism in which verstehen is justified pragmatically in terms of the purposes and contexts
of inquiry. This volume is the only comprehensive and sustained critique of verstehen theory currently
available. It will be of interest to sociologists, philosophers, political scientists, and anthropologists.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Craig:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each information they get. How
people have to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Examining a book can help persons out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Verstehen: The Uses
of Understanding in the Social Sciences book as this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course
the details in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Eunice Nunn:

The publication with title Verstehen: The Uses of Understanding in the Social Sciences has a lot of
information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This kind of book exist
new understanding the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That
is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you in new era
of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Douglas Brownlee:

Beside this Verstehen: The Uses of Understanding in the Social Sciences in your phone, it could give you a
way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is
fresh from the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have Verstehen: The Uses of Understanding in the Social Sciences because this book offers for
you readable information. Do you often have book but you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on,
that would not happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable,
like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from now!

Ricardo Hempel:

You can get this Verstehen: The Uses of Understanding in the Social Sciences by check out the bookstore or
Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your
knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only by simply written or printed but in addition can you
enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone
and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose
proper ways for you.
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