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On a traditional conception of the human mind, reasoning can be rational or irrational, but perception cannot.
Perception is simply a source of new information, and cannot be assessed for rationality. Susanna Siegel
argues that this conception is wrong. Drawing on examples involving racism, emotion, self-defense law, and
scientific theories, The Rationality of Perception makes the case that perception itself can be rational or
irrational.

The Rationality of Perception argues that reasoning and perception are often deeply intertwined. When
unjustified beliefs, fears, desires, or prejudices influence what we perceive, we face a philosophical problem:
is it reasonable to strengthen what one believes, fears, or suspects, on the basis of an experience that was
generated, unbeknownst to the perceiver, by those very same beliefs, fears, or suspicions? Siegel argues that
it is not reasonable--even though it may seem that way to the perceiver. In these cases, a perceptual
experience may itself be irrational, because it is brought about by irrational influences.

Siegel systematically distinguishes a number of different kinds of influences on perception, and builds a
theory of how such influences on perception determine what it's rational or irrational to believe. She uses the
main conclusions to analyze perceptual manifestations of racism. This book makes vivid the far-reaching
consequences of psychological and cultural influences on perception. Its method shows how analytic
philosophy, social psychology, history and politics can be mutually illuminating.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Streeter:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled The Rationality of Perception. Try to make book The Rationality of
Perception as your pal. It means that it can for being your friend when you feel alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you
considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , let's make new
experience and knowledge with this book.

Patsy Marshall:

Often the book The Rationality of Perception will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new
book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very
ideal to you. The book The Rationality of Perception is much recommended to you to see. You can also get
the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Jesus Puga:

The Rationality of Perception can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend
that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in vocab,
easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving
his/her effort to set every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Rationality of Perception
nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource
information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into fresh
stage of crucial imagining.

Charles Bax:

You may get this The Rationality of Perception by go to the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing
it might to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are
various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era similar
to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make
your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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