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This fundamental study provides the first comprehensive history in any language of the lands between the
Red and Pearl Rivers in southern China and the people who resided there over a span of a thousand years.
Bringing to life the mysterious early people known as Li and Lao who inhabited the area, Catherine
Churchman explores their custom of casting large bronze kettledrums. As the symbols of political authority
and legitimacy for the Li and Lao rulers, the abundance of drums found in the archaeological record is an
indication not only of the great number of such rulers, but also of their great wealth and power, which
increased significantly from the third century CE even as the Chinese Empires tightened their control over
surrounding districts. Drawing on a combination of Classical Chinese sources and scholarship in
archaeology, anthropology, and historical linguistics, the author explains the political and economic factors
behind the rise to power and subsequent disappearance of the indigenous leadership and its drum culture. She
fills significant gaps in our understanding of the early interactions between China and northern Southeast
Asia, challenging many widely held assumptions about the history of Chinese settlement and ethnic relations
in the region, including those concerning the relationship between the Chinese Empires and the lands that
would form the heart of a future Vietnamese state. A crucial work for understanding historical developments
in the highland regions south of the Yangtze valley, it examines the first steps in the Sinic penetration of this
highland world, one that has continued to the present. Bringing unprecedented attention to the historical
identity of a previously overlooked region and a people, this book creates a new category in East Asian
history.
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From reader reviews:

Timothy King:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a wander,
shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book allowed The People between the
Rivers: The Rise and Fall of a Bronze Drum Culture, 200-750 CE (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives)? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have additional opinion?

Joycelyn Chambers:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read
one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the The People between the
Rivers: The Rise and Fall of a Bronze Drum Culture, 200-750 CE (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) is kind of e-
book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Jane Moore:

This book untitled The People between the Rivers: The Rise and Fall of a Bronze Drum Culture, 200-750 CE
(Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is because when
you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store
or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read
this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-
book from your list.

John Dinwiddie:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The People between the Rivers: The
Rise and Fall of a Bronze Drum Culture, 200-750 CE (Asia/Pacific/Perspectives) can be the response, oh
how comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this completely
new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?
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