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Of all the crafts and professions other than the priesthood, none has been more closely connected with the
religious taditions of Western peoples than mining and metallurgy. Not so long ago our ancestors would have
found it incredible that people could not see the connections between mining, metallurgy, and the sacred, just
as we now find it incredible that they could. What was a commonplace to the European mind for millennia
has for us become a matter of the deepest obscurity. This is a matter of more than historical interest. It goes
to the heart of how we think about work, about religion, and about the relations between people and nature.
For our ancestors most forms of work were spiritual paths, disciplines that shaped those who engaged in
them as powerfully as the ritual of church or temple. In many crafts and professions the stages by which the
learner was inducted were initiations into substantial undestandings of the spirit and of spiritual practice. The
early chapters of this book consider how the smith god of the Greeks and Romans made the world in his
forge, how Moses made the tabernacle as God commanded, and how mining was sanctified in the Middle
Ages. Traditionally, these forms of work were thought to repeat and extend the creative powers of God and
nature, and those who engaged in them enjoying a special insight into the processes of the divine creaion.
The withdrawal of the sacred sense from human work has diminished religion in many Western societies,
and the several stages by which this withdrawal occurred is one of the major concerns of this book. This
same withdrawal has also diminished our sense of the relations between the human and natural worlds. In
earlier times people felt that working with the natural world helped it to bring to birth the many goods with
which it was in labor. Work fulfilled not only the worker but nature itself. Even in quite recent times the
spirits of the earth, the fairies and dwarfts, actively assisted farmers and miners in their work according to
common belief, and the fifth chapter considers some of the stories about these elemental denizens of the
mine. The final chapter examines how the belief in such creatures came to be lost and the consequences of
that loss for our understanding of the natural world. This book is a book of stories from many different
places and times in the history of the West, and the juxtaposition of these stories in a coherent sequence
reveals a way of looking at work, nature, and religon that was much more substantial than is our own.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Leggett:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for us. The book Mining, Metallurgy and the Meaning of Life had
been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is
rather advantages for you. The guide Mining, Metallurgy and the Meaning of Life is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also for being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend
your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship while using book Mining,
Metallurgy and the Meaning of Life. You never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Jessica Rodriguez:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their very own reader with their story
or perhaps their experience. Not only the story that share in the guides. But also they write about the data
about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your children, there
are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors these days always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this Mining,
Metallurgy and the Meaning of Life.

John Champlin:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its cover may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Mining, Metallurgy and the Meaning of Life why because the
excellent cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
show you to pick up this book.

Anthony Muller:

Publication is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
With the book Mining, Metallurgy and the Meaning of Life we can take more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that
ideal with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this book Mining, Metallurgy and the Meaning of
Life. You can more attractive than now.
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