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In this groundbreaking book, renowned art historian Hans Belting proposes a new anthropological theory for
interpreting human picture making. Rather than focus exclusively on pictures as they are embodied in
various media such as painting, sculpture, or photography, he links pictures to our mental images and
therefore our bodies. The body is understood as a "living medium" that produces, perceives, or remembers
images that are different from the images we encounter through handmade or technical pictures. Refusing to
reduce images to their material embodiment yet acknowledging the importance of the historical media in
which images are manifested, An Anthropology of Images presents a challenging and provocative new
account of what pictures are and how they function.

The book demonstrates these ideas with a series of compelling case studies, ranging from Dante's picture
theory to post-photography. One chapter explores the tension between image and medium in two "media of
the body," the coat of arms and the portrait painting. Another, central chapter looks at the relationship
between image and death, tracing picture production, including the first use of the mask, to early funerary
rituals in which pictures served to represent the missing bodies of the dead. Pictures were tools to re-embody
the deceased, to make them present again, a fact that offers a surprising clue to the riddle of presence and
absence in most pictures and that reveals a genealogy of pictures obscured by Platonic picture theory.
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From reader reviews:

David Barthel:

The reason why? Because this An Anthropology of Images: Picture, Medium, Body is an unordinary book
that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will shock you with the secret the item
inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way
makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I ended up
you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Elisabeth Martinez:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specifically
book entitled An Anthropology of Images: Picture, Medium, Body your thoughts will drift away trough
every dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and explanation
that will maybe you never get prior to. The An Anthropology of Images: Picture, Medium, Body giving you
an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your
better life with this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Tony Reed:

An Anthropology of Images: Picture, Medium, Body can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase
your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing An Anthropology
of Images: Picture, Medium, Body nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest
and based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you
into new stage of crucial thinking.

Samantha Green:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this book. This An Anthropology of Images: Picture,
Medium, Body is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not
have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you better to
read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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