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A Singing Ambivalence is a comprehensive examination of the ways in which nine immigrant groups?Irish,
Germans, Scandinavians, Eastern European Jews, Italians, Poles, Hungarians, Chinese, and
Mexicans?responded to their new lives in the United States through music. Each group’s songs reveal an
abiding concern over leaving their loved ones and homeland and an anxiety about adjusting to a new society.
But accompanying these disturbing feelings was an excitement about the possibilities of becoming wealthy
and about looking forward to a democratic and free society.

Distinguished historian Victor Greene surveys an extensive body of songs of known and unknown origins
that comment on the problems immigrants faced and reveal the wide range of responses the newcomers
made to the radical changes in their new lives in America. His selection of lyrics provides useful capsules of
expression that clarify the ways in which immigrants defined themselves and staked out their claims for
acceptance in American society. But whatever their common and specific themes, they reveal an
ambivalence over their coming to America and a pessimism about achieving their goals.

A Singing Ambivalence examines the familiar sentiments of new immigrants to the United States, while at
the same time conveying from an aesthetic viewpoint how immigrants expressed their hopes and difficulties
through song. This is an important volume that will be welcomed by scholars of music and immigration
history.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Jackson:

The book A Singing Ambivalence: American Immigrants Between Old World and New, 1830-1930 make
you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
studying a book A Singing Ambivalence: American Immigrants Between Old World and New, 1830-1930
for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open up and read a
reserve A Singing Ambivalence: American Immigrants Between Old World and New, 1830-1930. Kinds of
book are several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think
about this e-book?

Helen Henson:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great and also important the book A Singing Ambivalence: American
Immigrants Between Old World and New, 1830-1930. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You
can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Laverne Dunbar:

The reason? Because this A Singing Ambivalence: American Immigrants Between Old World and New,
1830-1930 is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap
you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who all write the book in
such amazing way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were being you I will go to the
publication store hurriedly.

Patsy Locke:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make professionals understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the
information quicker to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet,
newspapers, book, and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The
book that recommended to you is A Singing Ambivalence: American Immigrants Between Old World and
New, 1830-1930 this publication consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This



kind of book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Honestly,
that is why this book ideal all of you.
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