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The life of Tchaikovsky has been shrouded in mystery and myth for more than a century. Thanks to the
subterfuge of his family and subsequently the Soviet authorities, the world has been given a rosy portrait of a
composer whose life was in truth as poignantly tragic as so much of his music. Now, after three years of
research in archives in post-Soviet Russia, Europe and the United States, this biography offers a portrait of
an ill-starred genius, whose life and career were as colourful and passionate as his music. In 1893, a week
after conducting the first performance of the "Pathetique" symphony, Tchaikovsky was dead at the age of 53.
Why would he have drunk a glass of unboiled water (as his family told posterity), knowing that there was a
cholera epidemic in St Petersburg? And why does the cholera story not ring true? Could it have been a
cover-up for suicide, or even murder? This is the denouement of Anthony Holden's biography. Holden sees
the composer's death as the logical climax to his tortured life as a promiscuous homosexual. It is a grim
irony, he argues, that the same torments which bequeathed us so much great music also brought
Tchaikovsky's life to a premature close.
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From reader reviews:

Billy Simpson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Tchaikovsky? Maybe it
is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's
book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Karen Johnson:

The knowledge that you get from Tchaikovsky is the more deep you looking the information that hide in the
words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but
Tchaikovsky giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That
book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Tchaikovsky instantly.

Joanna Weekley:

Many people spending their time by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Tchaikovsky which is keeping
the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Linda Sandoval:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Tchaikovsky can be the answer, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this fresh era is
common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?
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