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Chiang Kai-shek's Chinese Nationalist government collapsed in 1949 despite United States support for the
regime during the anti-Communist civil war. American policymakers were then forced to choose between
rescuing the Nationalists or coming to terms with China's Communist government.

The Truman Administration, caught up in the calculations of cold war diplomacy, refused to make a rash
decision. Secretary of State Dean Acheson likened the Nationalist collapse to a tree falling in the forest--the
United States would have to wait for the dust settled before it could see ahead clearly.

Patterns in the Dust is a fresh look at a period overwhelmed by later events. Drawing on many previously
unavailable sources, Nancy Bernkopf Tucker assesses the factors that influenced Washington policymakers
during the critical few months in which the thirty-year estrangement between the two countries began. She
examines the government's assessment of the chances for accommodation with the Chinese Communists, the
careful efforts to ascertain American public opinion, and the effects of the Korean War which brought
reasoned dialogue to an abrupt end.

Patterns in the Dust highlights the flexibility that Dean Acheson retained in American policy toward China.
Acheson emerges as a highly pragmatic man determined to preserve contacts with China simply because, as
events have proved, that was the realistic way to conduct international relations.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Spencer:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for us. The book Patterns in the Dust ended up being making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The book Patterns in
the Dust is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to get your friend when you sense bored.
You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book
Patterns in the Dust. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Cheree Rodriquez:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book specially
book entitled Patterns in the Dust your head will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging each word written
in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get prior to.
The Patterns in the Dust giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving
you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your
body and mind will probably be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do
you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Joan Morris:

This Patterns in the Dust is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you who
all always deal with world and get to make decision every minute. That book reveal it information accurately
using great organize word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read it hurriedly
you can have whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Patterns in the Dust in your hand like keeping the
world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this really is good reading book.
Hi Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Lisa Gregory:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's soul
or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this Patterns in the Dust can make you truly feel more interested to read.
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