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Though New York’s Lower East Side today is home to high-end condos and hip restaurants, it was for
decades an infamous site of blight, open-air drug dealing, and class conflict—an emblematic example of the
tattered state of 1970s and ’80s Manhattan.
 
Those decades of strife, however, also gave the Lower East Side something unusual: a radical movement that
blended urban homesteading and European-style squatting in a way never before seen in the United States.
Ours to Lose tells the oral history of that movement through a close look at a diverse group of Lower East
Side squatters who occupied abandoned city-owned buildings in the 1980s, fought to keep them for decades,
and eventually began a long, complicated process to turn their illegal occupancy into legal cooperative
ownership. Amy Starecheski here not only tells a little-known New York story, she also shows how property
shapes our sense of ourselves as social beings and explores the ethics of homeownership and debt in post-
recession America.
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From reader reviews:

Betty Lavery:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As you may know
that book is very important usually. The book Ours to Lose: When Squatters Became Homeowners in New
York City had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more
information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide Ours to Lose: When Squatters Became
Homeowners in New York City is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your
friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship while using book Ours to Lose: When Squatters Became Homeowners in New York City. You
never sense lose out for everything if you read some books.

Adam Rucks:

The guide untitled Ours to Lose: When Squatters Became Homeowners in New York City is the publication
that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was
did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Ours to Lose: When Squatters Became Homeowners in
New York City from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Marlon Hood:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a e-book. The book Ours to Lose: When Squatters Became Homeowners in New York City it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. If you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore
quickly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high
quality.

Zola Campbell:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book
Ours to Lose: When Squatters Became Homeowners in New York City. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without causing the printed book, it can add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most critical that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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