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According to the author, elasticity may be viewed in many ways. For some, it isadusty, classical subject . . .
to othersit is the paradise of mathematics." But, he concludes, the subject of elasticity isrealy "an entity
itself,” a unified subject deserving comprehensive treatment. He gives elasticity that full treatment in this
valuable and instructive text. In his preface, Soutas-Little offers a brief survey of the development of the
theory of elasticity, the major mathematical formulation of which was developed in the 19th century after the
first concept was proposed by Robert Hooke in 1678. The theory was further refined in the 20th century asa
means of solving the equations presented earlier.

The book is divided into three major sections. The first section presents areview of mathematical notation
and continuum mechanics, covering vectors and tensors, kinematics, stress, basic equations of continuum
mechanics, and linear elasticity. The second section, on two-dimensional elasticity, treats the general theory
of plane elagticity, problemsin Cartesian coordinates, problemsin polar coordinates, complex variable
solutions, finite difference and finite element methods, and energy theorems and variational techniques.
Section three discusses three-dimensional problems, and is devoted to Saint Venant torsion and bending
theory, the Navier equation and the Galerkin vector, and the Papkovich-Neuber solution.

Numerous illustrative figures and tables appear throughout the book, and valuable reference material is
provided in the appendices on eigenfunction analysis, trigonometric functions, Fourier transforms, inverse
transforms, complex variable formulae, Hankel transforms, and Bessel and L egendre functions.

Instructors will find this an ideal text for atwo-course sequence in elasticity; they can also useit asabasic
introduction to the subject by selecting appropriate sections of each part.
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From reader reviews:

Steven Richardson:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Elasticity (Dover Books on Physics). Y ou can choose the
best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a book Elasticity
(Dover Books on Physics). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this
era, we can easily open abook aswell as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. Y ou can utilize it
when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Susan Crowell:

The book Elasticity (Dover Books on Physics) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou
can utilize to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Elasticity (Dover
Books on Physics) to get your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase
your knowledge about many or al subjects. Y ou could know everything if you like open and read a book
Elasticity (Dover Books on Physics). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia
or other people. So , how do you think about this publication?

Glen Hall:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these keep up with the erawhich can be aways change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Elasticity (Dover Books on Physics)
is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and need in thisera.

Gerard Armstrong:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading abook. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half elements of the book. Y ou can choose often the book Elasticity (Dover Books on Physics) to
make your own personal reading isinteresting. Y our own personal skill of reading expertiseis developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
opinion about book and examining especially. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to start a book and go
through it. Beside that the e-book Elasticity (Dover Books on Physics) can to be your brand-new friend when
you're feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of the time.
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