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From the former secretary of defense, a strikingly candid, vividly written account of his experience serving
Presidents George W. Bush and Barack Obama during the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Before Robert M. Gates received a call from the White House in 2006, he thought he’d left Washington
politics behind: after working for six presidents in both the CIA and the National Security Council, he was
happy in his role as president of Texas A&M University. But when he was asked to help a nation mired in
two wars and to aid the troops doing the fighting, he answered what he felt was the call of duty. Now, in this
unsparing memoir, meticulously fair in its assessments, he takes us behind the scenes of his nearly five years
as a secretary at war: the battles with Congress, the two presidents he served, the military itself, and the vast
Pentagon bureaucracy; his efforts to help Bush turn the tide in Iraq; his role as a guiding, and often
dissenting, voice for Obama; the ardent devotion to and love for American soldiers—his “heroes”—he
developed on the job.

In relating his personal journey as secretary, Gates draws us into the innermost sanctums of government and
military power during the height of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars, illuminating iconic figures, vital
negotiations, and critical situations in revealing, intimate detail. Offering unvarnished appraisals of Dick
Cheney, Joe Biden, Hillary Clinton, and Presidents Bush and Obama among other key players, Gates
exposes the full spectrum of behind-closed-doors politicking within both the Bush and Obama
administrations.

He discusses the great controversies of his tenure—surges in both Iraq and Afghanistan,  how to deal with
Iran and Syria, “Don’t Ask Don’t Tell,” Guantánamo Bay, WikiLeaks—as they played out behind the
television cameras. He brings to life the Situation Room during the Bin Laden raid. And, searingly, he shows
how congressional debate and action or inaction on everything from equipment budgeting to troop
withdrawals was often motivated, to his increasing despair and anger, more by party politics and media
impact than by members’ desires to protect our soldiers and ensure their success.

However embroiled he became in the trials of Washington, Gates makes clear that his heart was always in
the most important theater of his tenure as secretary: the front lines. We journey with him to both war zones
as he meets with active-duty troops and their commanders, awed by their courage, and also witness him greet
coffin after flag-draped coffin returned to U.S. soil, heartbreakingly aware that he signed every deployment
order. In frank and poignant vignettes, Gates conveys the human cost of war, and his admiration for those
brave enough to undertake it when necessary.
Duty tells a powerful and deeply personal story that allows us an unprecedented look at two administrations
and the wars that have defined them.
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From reader reviews:

James Sanchez:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled Duty: Memoirs of a Secretary at War. Try to stumble through book
Duty: Memoirs of a Secretary at War as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you
truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let
me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Millard Lopez:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability
about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this Duty:
Memoirs of a Secretary at War.

Georgia Cunningham:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Duty: Memoirs of a Secretary at War guide
written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who
else read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and creating skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty Duty: Memoirs of a Secretary at War as good
book but not only by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can break don't judge
book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Randi Adams:

The book untitled Duty: Memoirs of a Secretary at War contain a lot of information on the item. The writer
explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author brings you
in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can keep reading your smart
phone, or model, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.
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