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After 1948, the 370,000 surviving Jews of Romania became one of the main sources of immigration for the
new state of Israel. With the exception of a period in the early 1950s, almost all Romanian Jews left their
homeland in several waves to settle in Palestine and Israel. Behind Romania's decision to allow its Jews to
leave were practical economic and political reasons: Israel paid for them, and Romania wanted influence in
the Middle East. The trade satisfied both states and is still considered a highly confidential matter. In The
Ransom of the Jews, Radu Ioanid of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum traces the intriguing story of this
secret exchange. Drawing upon restricted archival records and interviews with agents and others directly
involved in the operation, he describes how Israel?not without second thoughts?traded cash, agricultural
products, and sometimes political influence to ensure the emigration of Jews from Romania. The price was
$2,000 to $3,300 per head, and also involved trade and loan considerations. This privileged relationship
between the two countries allowed Israel after 1967 to maintain in Bucharest its only embassy in the East
European Communist bloc. It also permitted Nicolae Ceausescu, the anti-Semitic Romanian president, to
emerge as a mediator in the Middle East peace process, in which he hoped to use Israel to improve his own
relations with the United States. In 1978, during the Jimmy Carter administration, Mr. Ioanid reveals,
Washington learned of the sale of Romanian Jews to Israel but turned its eyes for reasons ostensibly related
to its policies toward the Soviet Union. In all, some 235,000 Jews emigrated from Romania to Israel under
the agreement, which ended with the fall of the Ceausescu regime.
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From reader reviews:

Annette Puente:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading whatever
they get because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who don't like reading a book?
Sometime, man feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably you will want
this The Ransom of the Jews: The Story of Extraordinary Secret Bargain Between Romania and Israel.

Irma Hughes:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
wish do that. You must know how great and important the book The Ransom of the Jews: The Story of
Extraordinary Secret Bargain Between Romania and Israel. All type of book would you see on many
methods. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Tony Jacobson:

The knowledge that you get from The Ransom of the Jews: The Story of Extraordinary Secret Bargain
Between Romania and Israel is the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the
more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Ransom
of the Jews: The Story of Extraordinary Secret Bargain Between Romania and Israel giving you thrill feeling
of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood through anyone
who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your
personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We highly recommend you for having that The Ransom of the Jews: The Story of
Extraordinary Secret Bargain Between Romania and Israel instantly.

Brooke Gafford:

You may get this The Ransom of the Jews: The Story of Extraordinary Secret Bargain Between Romania and
Israel by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed
but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking
by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.
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