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The story of Compaq is well-known: Three ex-Texas Instruments managers founded Compaq with modest
venture funding. Just four years later, Compaq was on the Fortune 500 list, and, two years after that, they had
exceeded $1 billion in annual revenue. No company had ever achieved these milestones so rapidly.

But few know the story behind the story. In 1982, when Compaq was founded, there was no software
standardization, so every brand of personal computer required its own unique application software. Just eight
years later, compatibility with the open PC standard had become ubiquitous, and it has continued to be for
over two decades.

This didn't happen by accident. Cofounder and then CEO Rod Canion and his team made a series of risky
and daring decisions?often facing criticism and incredulity?that allowed the open PC standard marketplace to
thrive and the incredible benefits of open computing to be realized.

A never-before-published insider account of Compaq's extraordinary strategies and decisions, Open provides
valuable lessons in leadership in times of crisis, management decision-making under the pressure of
extraordinary growth, and the power of a unique, pervasive culture.

Open tells the incredible story of Compaq's meteoric rise from humble beginnings to become the PC industry
leader in just over a decade. Along the way, Compaq helped change the face of computing while establishing
the foundation for today's world of tablets and smart phones.
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From reader reviews:

Nellie Kim:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A publication Open: How Compaq Ended
IBM's PC Domination and Helped Invent Modern Computing will make you to be smarter. You can feel
much more confidence if you can know about almost everything. But some of you think which open or
reading a book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that?
Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

Richard Dunn:

The book Open: How Compaq Ended IBM's PC Domination and Helped Invent Modern Computing can give
more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave
the great thing like a book Open: How Compaq Ended IBM's PC Domination and Helped Invent Modern
Computing? A number of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that will book can give
many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that
you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Open: How Compaq
Ended IBM's PC Domination and Helped Invent Modern Computing has simple shape however, you know:
it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a reserve.
So it is very wonderful.

Christy Fowler:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs
or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Open: How Compaq Ended IBM's PC
Domination and Helped Invent Modern Computing can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you
know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common
not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?

Kim Adams:

That book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Open: How Compaq Ended IBM's PC Domination
and Helped Invent Modern Computing was vibrant and of course has pictures on the website. As we know
that book Open: How Compaq Ended IBM's PC Domination and Helped Invent Modern Computing has
many kinds or genre. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can
read and think you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any
it makes you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading in which.
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