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In this innovative theoretical book, Elizabeth Kier uses a cultural approach to take issue with the
conventional wisdom that military organizations inherently prefer offensive doctrines. Kier argues instead
that a military's culture affects its choices between offensive and defensive military doctrines. Drawing on
organizational theory, she demonstrates that military organizations differ in their worldview and the proper
conduct of their mission. It is this organizational culture that shapes how the military responds to constraints,
such as terms of conscription set by civilian policymakers.

In richly detailed case studies, Kier examines doctrinal developments in France and Great Britain during the
interwar period. She tests her cultural argument against the two most powerful alternative explanations and
illustrates that neither the functional needs of military organizations nor the structural demands of the
international system can explain doctrinal choice. She also reveals as a myth the argument that the lessons of
World War I explain the defensive doctrines in World War II. Imagining War addresses two important
debates. It tackles a central debate in security studies: the origins of military doctrine. And by showing the
power of a cultural approach, it offers an alternative to the prevailing rationalist explanations of international
politics.
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From reader reviews:

John Beaulieu:

Now a day people that Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information mainly this Imagining War book because this book offers
you rich data and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you may already know.

Benjamin Martinez:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the concept Imagining War
suitable to you? The particular book was written by renowned writer in this era. The book untitled Imagining
Waris one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a lot of people in
the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know before.
The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the core of this book.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. To help you to see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

Larry Devries:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability or
thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when compared with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that need more time
to be read. Imagining War can be your answer because it can be read by you actually who have those short
spare time problems.

Christopher Bohner:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Imagining War which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.
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