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Here, Richard Lachmann offers a new answer to an old question: Why did capitalism develop in some parts
of early modern Europe but not in others? Finding neither a single cause nor an essentialist unfolding of a
state or capitalist system, Lachmann describes the highly contingent development of various polities and
economies. He identifies, in particular, conflict among feudal elites--landlords, clerics, kings, and
officeholders--as the dynamic which perpetuated manorial economies in some places while propelling elites
elsewhere to transform the basis of their control over land and labor.

Comparing regions and cities within and across England, France, Italy, Spain, and the Netherlands from the
twelfth through eighteenth centuries, Lachmann breaks new ground by showing step by step how the new
social relations and political institutions of early modern Europe developed. He demonstrates in detail how
feudal elites were pushed toward capitalism as they sought to protect their privileges from rivals in the
aftermath of the Reformation.

Capitalists in Spite of Themselves is a compelling narrative of how elites and other classes made and
responded to political and religious revolutions while gradually creating the nation-states and capitalist
markets which still constrain our behavior and order our world. It will prove invaluable for anyone wishing
to understanding the economic and social history of early modern Europe.
Capitalists in Spite of Themselves was the winner of the 2003 Distinguished Scholarly Publication Award of
the American Sociology Association.
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From reader reviews:

Darren Meekins:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to a
person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Capitalists in Spite of Themselves: Elite
Conflict and European Transitions in Early Modern Europe (Elite Conflict and Economic Transitions in
Early Modern Euro) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because book
serves what you want and need in this era.

Jeanne Crank:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's
taking seriously which one works to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Capitalists in Spite of Themselves: Elite Conflict and
European Transitions in Early Modern Europe (Elite Conflict and Economic Transitions in Early Modern
Euro) as your daily resource information.

Raymond Lee:

The book untitled Capitalists in Spite of Themselves: Elite Conflict and European Transitions in Early
Modern Europe (Elite Conflict and Economic Transitions in Early Modern Euro) contain a lot of information
on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very clear and
understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous
author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you
can read more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a
nice study.

Manuel Arndt:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of news. On this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching



for the Capitalists in Spite of Themselves: Elite Conflict and European Transitions in Early Modern Europe
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