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Vern Sneider's A Pail of Oysters is the most important English-language novel ever written about Taiwan.
Yet despite critical acclaim, this exciting and controversial book has long been unavailable to readers. Unlike
Sneider's previous novel, the humorous bestseller The Teahouse of the August Moon, this 1953 publication
has a dark, menacing tone. Set against the political repression and poverty of the White Terror era, A Pail of
Oysters tells the moving story of nineteen-year-old villager Li Liu and his quest to recover his family's stolen
kitchen god. Li Liu's fate becomes entwined with that of American journalist Ralph Barton, who, in trying to
report honestly about KMT rule of the island, investigates the situation beyond the propaganda, learns of a
massacre, and is drawn into the world of the Formosan underground.

The Chicago Sunday Tribune said, "This book will hold the reader enthralled to the very end and will
probably give him more information about this unhappy spot than he has gathered before. It will certainly
not win converts to the side of the generalissimo." Indeed, the novel made enemies. Banned in Taiwan, in the
United States it was denounced by Chiang Kai-shek's supporters: the powerful China Lobby. Anecdotal
evidence suggests - and Sneider himself suspected - that his book was subject to suppression even in the
United States by pro-KMT agents.

A Pail of Oysters is a landmark work from a time when novels were often seen as a moral force. But politics
and historical importance aside, A Pail of Oysters is simply a good story well told. In the words of the San
Francisco Chronicle, "The novel is touching, tragic and oddly gay sometimes in spite of this; a testimony to
the stubbornly optimistic human spirit."

This Camphor Press edition comes with a new introduction and a brief biography of the author.
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From reader reviews:

Daniel Butler:

The book A Pail of Oysters will bring you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to
elucidate the idea is very unique. When you try to find new book to study, this book very suited to you. The
book A Pail of Oysters is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Emmanuel Young:

The publication with title A Pail of Oysters includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a
lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this
publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the syndication. You can read the e-
book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Louis Jackson:

A lot of book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is called of book A
Pail of Oysters. You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could add your
knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring
you from one destination to other place.

Ned Aguayo:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And
you also know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update regarding something by
book. Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually A Pail of Oysters.
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