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R.M. Hare was one of the most important ethical theorists of the 20th century, and one of his graduate
students, Peter Singer, became famous for his writings on animals and personhood. Singer now says that he
endorses Hare's "two-level utilitarianism," and he has invoked the theory's distinction between "critical
thinking" and thinking in terms of "intuitive level rules" in response to certain objections to his conclusions
on several issues. Hare, however, never published a systematic treatment of how his theory applies to issues
in animal ethics, and he avoided the concept of "personhood."

Gary Varner here fills this gap by defending the moral legitimacy of distinguishing among "persons," "near-
persons," and "the merely sentient" within Harean two-level utilitarianism. He explores the implications of
this distinction by applying the resulting ethical system to our treatment of animals, and shows how the
results contrast with the more abolitionist conclusions reached by Singer on the same issues. In the process,
he presents a new philosophical defense of two-level utilitarianism and its metaethical foundation (universal
prescriptivism), and he significantly expands Hare's account of how "intuitive level rules" function in moral
thinking, based on recent empirical research. The book also draws heavily on empirical research on
consciousness and cognition in non-human animals as a way of approaching the question of which animals,
if any, are "persons," or at least "near-persons."

Philosophers, including those interested in utilitarianism in general or Hare in particular, as well as others
interested in animal ethics or the debate over personhood, will find Varner's argument of great interest.

"Professor Varner's earlier work, In Nature's Interests, is a very fine book. It has achieved a high level of
respect from those working in the field, and is often seen as having set a new standard of debate in
environmental ethics. That means that a new book by Professor Varner will be received with considerable
interest. Varner draws on extensive recent empirical research regarding the degree to which animals are self-
conscious and uses this information as the basis for the most serious discussion I have yet seen of whether
any nonhuman animals can be considered 'persons'. There is, to my knowledge, no other book that goes into
these issues anywhere near as deeply, in the context of assessing their significance for the normative issues
of the wrongness of taking life, or other issues relating to ethical decision-making regarding our treatment of
animals and some humans. I have no doubt that this book will, like In Nature's Interests, be seen as making
an important contribution to the topics it covers." - Peter Singer, University Center for Human Values,
Princeton University
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From reader reviews:

Sybil Moore:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one with theme
for entertaining such as comic or novel. Often the Personhood, Ethics, and Animal Cognition: Situating
Animals in Hare's Two Level Utilitarianism is kind of publication which is giving the reader unpredictable
experience.

Leigh Weimer:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lots of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the book you have read is
Personhood, Ethics, and Animal Cognition: Situating Animals in Hare's Two Level Utilitarianism.

Sue Joseph:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just laying
on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Personhood, Ethics, and Animal Cognition: Situating
Animals in Hare's Two Level Utilitarianism can be the reply, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these publications have than the others?

David Myers:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Personhood, Ethics, and Animal Cognition: Situating
Animals in Hare's Two Level Utilitarianism was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book Personhood, Ethics, and Animal Cognition: Situating Animals in Hare's Two Level
Utilitarianism has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at
all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the
best book for you personally and try to like reading that.
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