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How fin-de-siècle Paris became the locus for the most intense revival of magical practices and doctrines
since the Renaissance

• Examines the remarkable lives of occult practitioners Joséphin Peladan, Papus, Stanislas de Guaïta, Saint-
Yves d’Alveydre, Jules Doinel, and others

• Reveals how occult activity deeply influenced many well-known cultural movements, such as Symbolism,
the Decadents, modern music, and the “psychedelic 60s”

During Paris’s Belle Époque (1871-1914), many cultural movements and artistic styles flourished--
Symbolism, Impressionism, Art Nouveau, the Decadents--all of which profoundly shaped modern culture.
Inseparable from this cultural advancement was the explosion of occult activity taking place in the City of
Light at the same time.

Exploring the magical, artistic, and intellectual world of the Belle Époque, Tobias Churton shows how a
wide variety of Theosophists, Rosicrucians, Martinists, Freemasons, Gnostics, and neo-Cathars called fin-de-
siècle Paris home. He examines the precise interplay of occultists Joséphin Peladan, Papus, Stanislas de
Guaïta, and founder of the modern Gnostic Church Jules Doinel, along with lesser known figures such as
Saint-Yves d’Alveydre, Paul Sédir, Charles Barlet, Edmond Bailly, Albert Jounet, Abbé Lacuria, and Lady
Caithness. He reveals how the work of many masters of modern culture such as composers Claude Debussy
and Erik Satie, writers Arthur Rimbaud and Charles Baudelaire, and painters Georges Seurat and Alphonse
Osbert bear signs of immersion in the esoteric circles that were thriving in Paris at the time. The author
demonstrates how the creative hermetic ferment that animated the City of Light in the decades leading up to
World War I remains an enduring presence and powerful influence today. Where, he asks, would Aleister
Crowley and all the magicians of today be without the Parisian source of so much creativity in this field?

Conveying the living energy of Paris in this richly artistic period of history, Churton brings into full
perspective the characters, personalities, and forces that made Paris a global magnet and which allowed later
cultural movements, such as the “psychedelic 60s,” to rise from the ashes of post-war Europe.
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From reader reviews:

Martha Doughty:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Occult Paris: The Lost Magic of the Belle Époque. Try to
make the book Occult Paris: The Lost Magic of the Belle Époque as your friend. It means that it can to be
your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than previously. Yeah,
it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can
know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Susan Swain:

The book untitled Occult Paris: The Lost Magic of the Belle Époque contain a lot of information on that. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you in the
new period of time of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or model, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Raymond Hollander:

In this particular era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you should do
is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of several
books in the top listing in your reading list will be Occult Paris: The Lost Magic of the Belle Époque. This
book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
up and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Kim Deyoung:

As we know that book is significant thing to add our know-how for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This publication Occult Paris: The Lost Magic of the Belle Époque was filled
regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big good
thing about a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like today, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.
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