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How to respond effectively to humanitarian crises is one of the most pressing and seemingly intractable
problems facing the United Nations. Martin Barber, for many years a senior UN official and with decades of
humanitarian experience, here argues that the explanation for UN 'failures' or only partial successes lies not
with any lack of idealism or good intentions but with the constraints placed on aid workers by ill-considered
policies and poor practical application?officials are 'blinded by humanity'. Barber presents an inside story
based on personal/hands-on/practical experience in Laos, Thailand, Afghanistan, Bosnia-Herzegovina and,
finally, in Abu Dhabi where he advised the UAE government on its aid programme. He tells of internal
struggles at head office and the challenges of working in the field. All the major UN activities?and
headaches?are here, including refugee work, coordinating humanitarian aid, peacekeeping, the huge problem
of 'de-mining', and the complex internal workings of the UN Secretariat. A personal narrative and lessons
drawn from direct experience provide the frame for an examination of major questions concerning the future
of humanitarian response?how effectively have international institutions discharged their responsibilities
towards people affected by conflict? Specifically, how did the UN perform? And how might the UN better
help such people in the 21st century? Barber analyses recent policy developments intended to improve the
quality and effectiveness of the UN's work in humanitarian fields, and assesses the extent to which recent
reforms are likely to make the UN a more effective partner for countries emerging from conflict. In the final
chapter he highlights seven 'blind spots' whose significance has been consistently ignored or overlooked, and
in each case suggests a radical new approach. Based on decades of personal experience and 'insider access',
this will be essential reading for students of international relations and politics as well as for all those directly
or indirectly involved with humanitarian issues.
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From reader reviews:

Brent Thompson:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can add
your knowledge by the e-book entitled Blinded by Humanity: Inside the Un's Humanitarian Operations. Try
to face the book Blinded by Humanity: Inside the Un's Humanitarian Operations as your close friend. It
means that it can being your friend when you sense alone and beside associated with course make you
smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you considerably more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience along with knowledge
with this book.

Willie Collier:

The book Blinded by Humanity: Inside the Un's Humanitarian Operations can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a
book Blinded by Humanity: Inside the Un's Humanitarian Operations? A number of you have a different
opinion about reserve. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now,
try to closer with the book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you may give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Blinded by Humanity: Inside the Un's Humanitarian Operations has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open up
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Pauline Jones:

This Blinded by Humanity: Inside the Un's Humanitarian Operations usually are reliable for you who want to
be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Blinded by Humanity: Inside the Un's
Humanitarian Operations can be on the list of great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed you with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This
book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
kinds. Beside that this Blinded by Humanity: Inside the Un's Humanitarian Operations giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Stacy Abercrombie:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. From
the book Blinded by Humanity: Inside the Un's Humanitarian Operations we can acquire more advantage.
Don't you to definitely be creative people? To be creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the



best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life at this time book Blinded
by Humanity: Inside the Un's Humanitarian Operations. You can more desirable than now.
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