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French phenomenological philosopher Maurice Merleau-Ponty argued for the primary role perception plays
in understanding the world as well as engaging with it. As a contributor to phenomenology, Merleau-Ponty
faced his fair share of criticisms. In this new book, Douglas Low comes to the defense of both Merleau-
Ponty and phenomenology.

In Defense of Phenomenology uses Merleau-Ponty’s philosophy to counter the criticisms raised in Vincent
Descombes’s Modern French Philosophy point by point, arguing that it often misunderstood or
misrepresented Merleau-Ponty’s philosophy. Low clarifies Merleau-Ponty’s claims, then makes the case for
them. He also argues against Renaud Barbaras’s well-known positions that there is a break in the
development of Merleau-Ponty’s thought, that Merleau-Ponty abandoned his earlier phenomenology, and
that Merleau-Ponty equated being with phenomena. Low also clarifies Merleau-Ponty’s complex relationship
to Hegel and Marx. Finally, Low addresses the later works of Jean Baudrillard and their move away from
phenomenology toward a more postmodernist philosophy, in which language and mass media images
dominate culture and even construct our worldview.

In Defense of Phenomenology asserts that Merleau-Ponty more sensibly argued that even though humanity’s
interpretation of the world is influenced by language and the media, these linguistic and media messages are
first suggested by a person’s needful, embodied encounters with the world and with others. These messages
would make little sense if they did not relate back to this more primordial encounter.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Hickox:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice by surrounding.
One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is reading. That's why, by
reading a e-book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand than other is high. For you who
want to start reading a new book, we give you that In Defense of Phenomenology: Merleau-Pontys
Philosophy book as basic and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Allison Price:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic within the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled In Defense of Phenomenology: Merleau-Pontys Philosophy
can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Ryan Brown:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This In Defense of Phenomenology:
Merleau-Pontys Philosophy is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Linda Howard:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year had
been exactly added. This publication In Defense of Phenomenology: Merleau-Pontys Philosophy was filled
regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence.
Some people has distinct feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big advantage of a
book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book
that you just wanted.
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