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Chocolate: Pathway to the Gods takes readers on a journey through 3,000 years of the history of chocolate. It
is a trip filled with surprises. And it is a beautifully illustrated tour, featuring 132 vibrant color photographs
and a captivating sixty-minute DVD documentary. Along the way, readers learn about the mystical allure of
chocolate for the peoples of Mesoamerica, who were the first to make it and who still incorporate it into their
lives and ceremonies today.

Although it didn’t receive its Western scientific name, Theobroma cacao—“food of the gods”—until the
eighteenth century, the cacao tree has been at the center of Mesoamerican mythology for thousands of years.
Not only did this “chocolate tree” produce the actual seeds from which chocolate was extracted but it was
also symbolically endowed with cosmic powers that enabled a dialogue between humans and their gods.
From the pre-Columbian images included in this sumptuous book, we are able to see for ourselves the
importance of chocolate to the Maya, Aztecs, Olmecs, Mixtecs, and Zapotecs who grew, produced, traded,
and fought over the prized substance.

Through archaeological and other ethnohistoric research, the authors of this fascinating book document the
significance of chocolate—to gods, kings, and everyday people—over several millennia. The illustrations
allow us to envision the many ancient uses of this magical elixir: in divination ceremonies, in human
sacrifices, and even in ball games. And as mythological connections between cacao trees, primordial
rainforests, and biodiversity are unveiled, our own quest for ecological balance is reignited. In demonstrating
the extraordinary value of chocolate in Mesoamerica, the authors provide new reasons—if any are
needed—to celebrate this wondrous concoction.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Hinkley:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own
spare time to take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book
called Chocolate: Pathway to the Gods? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can
spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with
it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Belinda Bedard:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for us. The book Chocolate: Pathway to the Gods has been making you to
know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The e-book Chocolate: Pathway to the Gods is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being
your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own spend time to read your e-book. Try to
make relationship with the book Chocolate: Pathway to the Gods. You never sense lose out for everything in
case you read some books.

Sunday Richey:

Typically the book Chocolate: Pathway to the Gods has a lot of information on it. So when you check out
this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point easily after looking over
this book.

Lloyd Gilbert:

The book untitled Chocolate: Pathway to the Gods contain a lot of information on that. The writer explains
your ex idea with easy method. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by famous author. The author gives you in the new
era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
program, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can
open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice read.
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