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In the forty-year period between 1951 and 1991, Canadian sports car competition underwent a massive
change, transforming itself from an amateur recreational pastime to a commercialized profession and from an
individual sport to a spectacle for mass consumption. The Chequered Past is the story of the struggle over
power and purpose within the Canadian auto sport that led to this transformation.

The first comprehensive history of sports car racing and rallying in Canada, The Chequered Past traces the
efforts of the national governing body - the Canadian Auto Sport Clubs (CASC) - to bring its sports car
competition up to a 'world class' level, and to manage the consequences of those efforts in the second half of
the twentieth century. David Charters traces the social origins of the sport and the major trends that shaped it:
professionalism, technological change, rising costs, and the influence of commercial sponsors. Charters
argues that while early enthusiasts set the sport on a course toward professionalism that would eventually
produce world-class Canadian events and racers, that course would also ultimately change the purpose of the
sport: from personal recreation to mass entertainment. As technological innovations drove up the costs of
competing at the top ranks, racers were forced to rely on sponsors, who commercialized and ultimately
gained control of the sport. The end result, Charters argues, was the marginalization of the amateur
competitor and of the CASC itself.

Based on extensive research into the CASC's records and dozens of interviews with former competitors and
officials, The Chequered Past opens a window into the rich but virtually unknown history of the auto sport,
and claims for it a place in Canadian sports history.
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From reader reviews:

Linda Carroll:

The book Chequered Pasts: Sports Car Racing and Rallying in Canada, 1951-1991 make one feel enjoy for
your spare time. You should use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book
Chequered Pasts: Sports Car Racing and Rallying in Canada, 1951-1991 for being your habit, you can get a
lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You could
know everything if you like start and read a guide Chequered Pasts: Sports Car Racing and Rallying in
Canada, 1951-1991. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this book?

Judy Brewer:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer
that question because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this Chequered Pasts: Sports
Car Racing and Rallying in Canada, 1951-1991 to read.

Leslie James:

This Chequered Pasts: Sports Car Racing and Rallying in Canada, 1951-1991 book is not really ordinary
book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book will be
information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This Chequered Pasts: Sports Car Racing and Rallying in Canada, 1951-1991
without we understand teach the one who examining it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't
possibly be worry Chequered Pasts: Sports Car Racing and Rallying in Canada, 1951-1991 can bring any
time you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it in your
lovely laptop even cellphone. This Chequered Pasts: Sports Car Racing and Rallying in Canada, 1951-1991
having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Jennifer Pittman:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This Chequered Pasts: Sports Car Racing
and Rallying in Canada, 1951-1991 is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well
as soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-
book. It is make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot
of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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