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"There are no second acts in American lives". F. Scott Fitzgerald's famous pronouncement, an epitaph for his
own foreshortened career, points to a pattern of imaginative blight common among writers of the Lost
Generation. As John W. Crowley shows in this study, excessive drinking was a crucial influence on the
frequently diminished fortunes of these writers. Indeed, the modernists - especially the men - were a
decidedly drunken lot. Taking account of recent work by social historians on the temperance movement, this
book examines the relationships between intoxication and addiction in American life and letters during the
first half of the 20th century. In explaining the transition from Victorian to modern paradigms of heavy
drinking, Crowley focuses on representative fictions by W.D. Howells ("The Landlord at the Lion's Head"),
Jack London ("John Barleycorn"), Ernest Hemingway ("The Sun Also Rises"), F. Scott Fitzgerald ("Tender
Is the Night"), John O'Hara ("Appointment in Samarra"), Djuna Barnes ("Nightwood"), and Charles Jackson
("The Lost Weekend"). He considers the historical formation of "alcoholism" and earlier concepts of habitual
drunkenness and their bearing on the social construction of gender roles. He also looks at the "drunk
narratives", a mode of fiction that expresses the conjunction of modernism and alcoholism in a pervasive
ideology of despair - the "White Logic" of John Barleycorn, London's nihilistic lord of the spirits.
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From reader reviews:

Mildred Duncan:

This The White Logic: Alcoholism and Gender in American Modernist Fiction tend to be reliable for you
who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The White Logic:
Alcoholism and Gender in American Modernist Fiction can be one of several great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with information that maybe
will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever
your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The White Logic: Alcoholism and Gender
in American Modernist Fiction forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary,
giving you tryout of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Angel Sherrill:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a book you will get new information mainly because book is one of a number of ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading through a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this The White Logic: Alcoholism and Gender in American Modernist Fiction, it is possible to tells your
family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them
reading a e-book.

Micah Clark:

The publication with title The White Logic: Alcoholism and Gender in American Modernist Fiction contains
a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book
exist new expertise the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point.
That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you inside new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere
you want.

Donald Purcell:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The White Logic: Alcoholism
and Gender in American Modernist Fiction can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You
are consequently out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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