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A pictorial history of a piece of Ohio’s canal heritage

In this study of Akron’s Cascade Locks, canal historian Jack Gieck examines the story of this remarkable
lock system, including a look at early-nineteenth-century entrepreneurs who exploited the precipitous terrain
to found one of the first industrial centers in the American Midwest.

A steep staircase of sixteen locks was required to raise canal boats 149 feet in a single mile in order to reach
the Akron Summit?the highest point on the 309-mile-long Ohio & Erie Canal. But what was considered by
some to be an impossible feat of engineering represented a commercial opportunity for others, beginning
with Dr. Eliakim Crosby, who built a two-mile millrace from a dam on the Little Cuyahoga River at
Middlebury to his Stone Mill at Lock 5 on the canal. After turning Crosby’s millstones, the water became the
Cascade Race, flowing down the steep slope stones, parallel to the canal, giving rise to more than a dozen
industries, including several iron furnaces, a foundry, a woolen mill, a furniture factory, a distillery, several
grist mills, and two rubber plants?all of them turned by waterpower. And they shipped their products to
markets from New York to New Orleans via the canal running by their back doors.

Early Akron’s Industrial Valley is illustrated with photographs from the author’s collection and the archives
of the Canal Society of Ohio, the Ohio Historical Society, the University of Akron, and the Cascade Locks
Park Association. It contains a guide for Canalway hikers and bikers on the towpath through Akron’s
Cascade Locks Park with original maps by Chuck Ayers. This book will be welcomed by historians and
engineers as well as by the many who find the surviving canals to be fascinating symbols of Ohio’s heritage.
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From reader reviews:

Vernie Ruiz:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each details they get. How many
people to be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Early Akron's Industrial Valley: A
History of the Cascade Locks book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Mary Gillon:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both day to day life and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is usually Early Akron's Industrial Valley: A History of the Cascade Locks.

Robin Blakely:

Beside that Early Akron's Industrial Valley: A History of the Cascade Locks in your phone, it could give you
a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you may got here
is fresh in the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow town. It is good thing
to have Early Akron's Industrial Valley: A History of the Cascade Locks because this book offers for you
readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you don't get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on,
that would not happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such
as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from now!

Donald Ventura:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it.
It is referred to as of book Early Akron's Industrial Valley: A History of the Cascade Locks. You can add
your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make
an individual happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you
from one place to other place.
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