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Horse racing in America dates back to the colonial era when street races were a common occurrence. The
commercialization of horse racing produced a sport that would briefly surpass all others in popularity, with
annual races such as the Kentucky Derby, Preakness, and Belmont Stakes growing to rank among America’s
most celebrated sporting events. From the very onset, horse racing and gambling were intertwined. As the
popularity of racing and betting grew, so, too, did the controversies and corruption. Yet, despite the best
efforts of social reformers, bookmakers stubbornly plied their trade, adapting and evolving as horse racing
gave way to team sports as the backbone of their business.

In Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American History, Arne K. Lang provides a sweeping overview of
legal and illegal sports and race betting in the United States, from the first thoroughbred meet at Saratoga in
1863 through the modern day. The cultural war between bookmakers and their adversaries is a recurring
theme, as bookmakers were often forced into the shadows during times of social reform, only to bloom anew
when the time was ripe. While much of bookmaking’s history takes place in New York, other locales such as
Chicago, Las Vegas, and Atlantic City—not to mention Cyberspace—are also discussed in this volume.

A comprehensive exploration of the evolution of bookmaking—including the legal developments and
technological advancements that have taken place over the years—Sports Betting and Bookmaking is a
fascinating read. This informative and engaging book will be of interest to anyone wanting to learn more
about America’s long history with gambling on horse racing and team sports.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Frederick:

The book Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American History make one feel enjoy for your spare time.
You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem with your subject. If you can make examining a book Sports Betting
and Bookmaking: An American History being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your
current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you
like open up and read a publication Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American History. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Donna Cancel:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do
you possess when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right.
Then ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book
you have read will be Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American History.

David Jones:

The book untitled Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American History contain a lot of information on the
item. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The language is very clear and understandable all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author
gives you in the new era of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice examine.

Gladys Dearth:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American
History to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing
when you just like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the idea about
book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it.
Beside that the guide Sports Betting and Bookmaking: An American History can to be your friend when
you're really feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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