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Where did the major scale come from? Why does most traditional non-Western music not share Western
principles of harmony? What does the inner structure of a canon have to do with religious belief? Why, in
historical terms, is J.S. Bach’s music regarded as a perfect combination of melody and harmony? Why do
clocks in church towers strike dominant-tonic-dominant-tonic? What do cathedrals have to do with
monochords? How can the harmonic series be demonstrated with a rope tied to a doorknob, and how can it
be heard by standing next to an electric fan? Why are the free ocean waves in Debussy’s La Mer, the
turbulent river waves in Smetana’s Moldau, and the fountain ripples in Ravel’s Jeux d’Eau pushed at times
into four-bar phrases? Why is the metric system inherently unsuitable for organizing music and poetry? In
what way does Plato’s Timaeus resemble the prelude to Wagner’s Das Rheingold? Just how does
Beethoven’s work perfectly illustrate fully functional tonality, and why were long-range works based on this
type of tonality impossible before the introduction of equal temperament? In this new century, what
promising materials are available to composers in the wake of harmonic experimentation and, some would
argue, exhaustion?

The answers to these seemingly complicated questions are not the sole province of music professors or
orchestra conductors. In fact, as E. Eugene Helm demonstrates, they can just as easily be explained to
amateurs, and their answers are important if we are to understand how Western music works. The full range
of Western music is explored through 21 concise chapters on such topics as melody, harmony, counterpoint,
texture, melody types, improvisation, music notation, free imitation, canon and fugue, vibration and its
relation to harmony, tonality, and the place of music in architecture and astronomy. Intended for amateurs
and professionals, concert-goers and conductors, Helm offers in down-to-earth language an explanation of
the foundations of our Western music heritage, deepening our understanding and the listening experience of
it for all.
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From reader reviews:

Brandon Riddle:

In other case, little people like to read book Melody, Harmony, Tonality: A Book for Connoisseurs and
Amateurs. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a book Melody, Harmony, Tonality: A Book for Connoisseurs and Amateurs. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could open a
book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's read.

Robert Hester:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Melody,
Harmony, Tonality: A Book for Connoisseurs and Amateurs suitable to you? The particular book was
written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled Melody, Harmony, Tonality: A Book for
Connoisseurs and Amateursis the main one of several books which everyone read now. This kind of book
was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new age that
you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and so all of people can
easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world
now. To help you to see the represented of the world within this book.

Randy Anderson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Melody, Harmony, Tonality: A
Book for Connoisseurs and Amateurs which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book?
Let's find.

Hector Hartung:

This Melody, Harmony, Tonality: A Book for Connoisseurs and Amateurs is brand new way for you who
has interest to look for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having bit of digest in reading this Melody,
Harmony, Tonality: A Book for Connoisseurs and Amateurs can be the light food to suit your needs because
the information inside this book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form that
is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide
form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a e-book



especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
this! Just read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.
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