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The Imperial Valley of southeastern California and the U.S./Mexico border is a place with a heavy history
and an uncertain future. It is a land of great progress and crushing failure, home to a past that includes
migrant workers, Mexican laborers, struggling farmers, corporate exploitation, pollution, the forgotten
paradise of the Salton Sea, and underground tunnels that housed illegal Chinese immigrants, brothels, and
gambling dens. Even at the turn of the twentieth century, few settled in the Imperial Valley because of its hot
desert climate and lack of water. In 1901, the Imperial Land Company recognized the area’s soil potential
and diverted the waters of the Colorado River to it, in effect transforming wasteland into productive
farmland.

Named for the corporation that brought it to life, the Imperial Valley, its surrounding regions (including the
Coachella and Mexicali Valleys), and the people who live there are the subjects of the latest work by
acclaimed author and now published photographer William T. Vollmann (who will release an epic nonfiction
book about the area with Viking in 2009). “It’s an incredible area, teeming with secrets and the tension of the
border,” says Vollmann of his first pictorial work. “It’s that tension that gives the place its meaning.” ?

Imperial is a study of a people and place on the margins, familiar territory for its author. Through his
exploration, Vollmann uncovers the people and their struggles, which have been so easily pushed aside. It’s a
photographic portrait of the Valley’s last decade, in which Vollmann’s pictures provide a visual identity to
those who call it home. They have suffered and flourished amidst a landscape that is both breathtaking and
heartbreaking, alluring and repelling.?
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From reader reviews:

Mary Lee:

This Imperial book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit
you receive by reading this book is information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is
getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This specific Imperial without we recognize teach
the one who studying it become critical in considering and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Imperial can
bring if you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it
inside your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Imperial having excellent arrangement in word in addition to
layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Raymond Albanese:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Imperial, you can
enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur
its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Salina Rodriguez:

Imperial can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to get every word
into satisfaction arrangement in writing Imperial but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the
hottest as well as based confirm resource info that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial imagining.

Merle Poteet:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by
its deal with may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not
while fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Imperial why because the great
cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content
is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.
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