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From the perspective of 2007, the unintentional irony of Chance's boast is manifest—these days, the question
is when will the Cubs ever win a game they have to have. In October 1908, though, no one would have
laughed: The Cubs were, without doubt, baseball's greatest team—the first dynasty of the 20th century.

Crazy '08 recounts the 1908 season—the year when Peerless Leader Frank Chance's men went toe to toe to
toe with John McGraw and Christy Mathewson's New York Giants and Honus Wagner's Pittsburgh Pirates in
the greatest pennant race the National League has ever seen. The American League has its own three-
cornered pennant fight, and players like Cy Young, Ty Cobb, Walter Johnson, and the egregiously crooked
Hal Chase ensured that the junior circuit had its moments. But it was the National League's—and the
Cubs'—year.

Crazy '08, however, is not just the exciting story of a great season. It is also about the forces that created
modern baseball, and the America that produced it. In 1908, crooked pols run Chicago's First Ward, and
gambling magnates control the Yankees. Fans regularly invade the field to do handstands or argue with the
umps; others shoot guns from rickety grandstands prone to burning. There are anarchists on the loose and
racial killings in the town that made Lincoln. On the flimsiest of pretexts, General Abner Doubleday
becomes a symbol of Americanism, and baseball's own anthem, "Take Me Out to the Ballgame," is a hit.

Picaresque and dramatic, 1908 is a season in which so many weird and wonderful things happen that it is
somehow unsurprising that a hairpiece, a swarm of gnats, a sudden bout of lumbago, and a disaster down in
the mines all play a role in its outcome. And sometimes the events are not so wonderful at all. There are
several deaths by baseball, and the shadow of corruption creeps closer to the heart of baseball—the honesty
of the game itself. Simply put, 1908 is the year that baseball grew up.

Oh, and it was the last time the Cubs won the World Series.

Destined to be as memorable as the season it documents, Crazy '08 sets a new standard for what a book
about baseball can be.
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From reader reviews:

Julie Harris:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
To be sure that book is very important for people. The book Crazy '08: How a Cast of Cranks, Rogues,
Boneheads, and Magnates Created the Greatest Year in Baseball History ended up being making you to
know about other information and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for
you. The reserve Crazy '08: How a Cast of Cranks, Rogues, Boneheads, and Magnates Created the Greatest
Year in Baseball History is not only giving you a lot more new information but also to become your friend
when you truly feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship
using the book Crazy '08: How a Cast of Cranks, Rogues, Boneheads, and Magnates Created the Greatest
Year in Baseball History. You never feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Donald Benson:

The book Crazy '08: How a Cast of Cranks, Rogues, Boneheads, and Magnates Created the Greatest Year in
Baseball History will bring one to the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the
idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book very suited to you. The book Crazy
'08: How a Cast of Cranks, Rogues, Boneheads, and Magnates Created the Greatest Year in Baseball History
is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can
more easily to read the book.

Marjorie Ishee:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Crazy '08: How a Cast of
Cranks, Rogues, Boneheads, and Magnates Created the Greatest Year in Baseball History that give your
satisfaction preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be
said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you
who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, it
is possible to pick Crazy '08: How a Cast of Cranks, Rogues, Boneheads, and Magnates Created the Greatest
Year in Baseball History become your own personal starter.

Brooke Lambeth:

Within this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured
than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you should do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of several books in the top
checklist in your reading list will be Crazy '08: How a Cast of Cranks, Rogues, Boneheads, and Magnates
Created the Greatest Year in Baseball History. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get



you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upwards and review this book you can get many
advantages.
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