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In the iconography of the Peninsular War of 1808–14, women are well represented—both as heroines, such
as Agustina Zaragosa Domenech, and as victims, whether of starvation or of French brutality. In history,
however, with its focus on high politics and military operations, they are invisible—a situation that Charles J.
Esdaile seeks to address.

In Women in the Peninsular War, Esdaile looks beyond the iconography. While a handful of Spanish and
Portuguese women became Agustina-like heroines, a multitude became victims, and here both of these
groups receive their due. But Esdaile reveals a much more complicated picture in which women are
discovered to have experienced, responded to, and participated in the conflict in various ways. While some
women fought or otherwise became involved in the struggle against the invaders, others turned collaborator,
used the war as a means of effecting dramatic changes in their situation, or simply concentrated on staying
alive. Along with Agustina Zaragoza Domenech, then, we meet French sympathizers, campfollowers,
pamphleteers, cross-dressers, prostitutes, amorous party girls, and even a few protofeminists.

Esdaile examines many social spheres, ranging from the pampered daughters of the nobility, through the
cloistered members of Spain’s many convents, to the tough and defiant denizens of the Madrid slums. And
we meet not just the women to whom the war came but also the women who came to the war—the many
thousands who accompanied the British and French armies to the Iberian peninsula. Thanks to his use of
copious original source material, Esdaile rescues one and all from, as E. P. Thompson put it, “the enormous
condescension of posterity.” And yet all these women remain firmly in their historical and cultural context, a
context that Esdaile shows to have emerged from the Peninsular War hardly changed. Hence the subsequent
loss of these women’s story, and the obscurity from which this book has at long last rescued them.
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From reader reviews:

Todd Crain:

The reason? Because this Women in the Peninsular War is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap that but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book
close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such amazing way makes the content within easier
to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you because of not
hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages
than the other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking approach. So
, still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Donald Calderon:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Women in the Peninsular War can be the reply,
oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh
era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Rafael Arent:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And you know that
little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. Different categories of
books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is actually Women in the Peninsular War.

Melody Herrera:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source in which filled
update of news. In this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just searching for the Women in the Peninsular War when you necessary it?
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