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This illuminating study of Benjamin’s final essay helps unlock the mystery of this great philosopher

Revolutionary critic of the philosophy of progress, nostalgic of the past yet dreaming of the future, romantic
partisan of materialism—Walter Benjamin is in every sense of the word an “unclassifiable” philosopher. His
essay “On the Concept of History” was written in a state of urgency, as he attempted to escape the Gestapo
in 1940, before finally committing suicide.

In this scrupulous, clear and fascinating examination of this essay, Michael Löwy argues that it remains one
of the most important philosophical and political writings of the twentieth century. Looking in detail at
Benjamin’s celebrated but often mysterious text, and restoring the philosophical, theological and political
context, Löwy highlights the complex relationship between redemption and revolution in Benjamin’s
philosophy of history.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Tillman:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Fire Alarm: Reading Walter Benjamin's 'On the
Concept of History'. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. So long as we know about
how is important any book Fire Alarm: Reading Walter Benjamin's 'On the Concept of History'. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book
you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you may be known. About
simple issue until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even
searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the
library. Let's examine.

Arthur Sanchez:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in
the world, the particular best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great along with important the book Fire Alarm: Reading Walter Benjamin's
'On the Concept of History'. All type of book is it possible to see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Mary Nixon:

The ability that you get from Fire Alarm: Reading Walter Benjamin's 'On the Concept of History' will be the
more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Fire Alarm: Reading Walter Benjamin's 'On the
Concept of History' giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in particular
way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand
then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this Fire
Alarm: Reading Walter Benjamin's 'On the Concept of History' instantly.

Francisco London:

Is it anyone who having spare time then spend it whole day through watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Fire Alarm: Reading Walter Benjamin's 'On the
Concept of History' can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have
than the others?
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