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A bold, engaging exploration of opera’s fundamental nature and enduring appeal, from the sixteenth
century to the present.

A History of Opera, the first new, full-length, single-volume history of opera for more than a generation,
provokes in-depth discussions of many works by the greatest opera composers, from Monteverdi, Handel,
and Mozart to Verdi and Wagner, to Strauss, Puccini, Berg, and Britten. There are lively discussions of
opera’s social, political, and literary backgrounds, its economic cicumstances, and the almost continual
polemics that have accompanied its development through the centuries. Central to the book is an exploration
of the tensions?between words and music, character and singer?that have always sustained and enlivened
opera. In a polemical final chapter, Carolyn Abbate and Roger Parker examine the problems that opera has
faced in the last half century, when new works?once opera’s lifeblood?have shrunk to a tiny minority and
have largely failed to find a permanent place in the repertoire.

Yet the book’s message is one of celebration. Even if the majority of opera’s most popular and enduring
works were written in what is now a remote European past and in circumstances very different from our
own, and even if the viability of contemporary opera is ever more in question, opera as an art form remains
extraordinarily buoyant and challenging. It continues to transform people physically, emotionally, and
intellectually, and to articulate human experience in ways no other art form can match.

24 pages of illustrations, including four-color
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From reader reviews:

Aline Moran:

Here thing why this particular A History of Opera are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a
book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as
food or not. A History of Opera giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any
publication out there but there is no publication that similar with A History of Opera. It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
technique home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of
A History of Opera in e-book can be your alternative.

Julia Flowers:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read any book. It is
really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent the entire day to reading a
guide. The book A History of Opera it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of people who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough
space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.

Erna Taylor:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year was exactly added. This book A History of Opera was filled regarding science. Spend your extra time to
add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when they reading any
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can sense enjoy to read a book. In the modern era
like currently, many ways to get book that you just wanted.

Lyman Johnson:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book A History of Opera to make your
current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you just like
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the sensation about book and
examining especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that
the guide A History of Opera can to be your brand new friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of this time.
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