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Shrouded in anonymity, protected by executive privilege, but with no legal or constitutional authority of their
own, the 5,900 people in 125 offices collectively known as the "White House staff" assist the chief executive
by shaping, focusing, and amplifying presidential policy. Why is the staff so large? How is it organized and
what do those 125 offices actually do? In this sequel to his critically appraised 1988 book, Ring of Power,
Bradley H. Patterson Jr.—a veteran of three presidential administrations—takes us inside the closely guarded
turf of the White House. In a straightforward narrative free of partisan or personal agendas, Patterson
provides an encyclopedic description of the contemporary White House staff and its operations. He
illustrates the gradual shift in power from the cabinet departments to the staff and, for the first time in
presidential literature, presents an accounting for the total budget of the modern White House. White House
staff members control everything from the monumental to the mundane. They prepare the president for
summit conferences, but also specify who sits on Air Force One. They craft the language for the president to
use on public occasions—from a State of the Union Address to such "Rose Garden rubbish" as the pre-
Thanksgiving pardon for the First Turkey. The author provides an entertaining yet in-depth overview of
these responsibilities. Patterson also illuminates the astounding degree to which presidents personally
conduct American diplomacy and personally supervise U.S. military actions. The text is punctuated with
comments by senior White House aides and by old Washington hands whose careers go back more than half
a century. The book provides not only a comprehensive key to the offices and activities that make the White
House work, but also the feeling of belonging to that exclusive membership inside the West Wing.
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From reader reviews:

Shannon Batiste:

The book The White House Staff: Inside the West Wing and Beyond can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book
The White House Staff: Inside the West Wing and Beyond? A number of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to
closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book The White House Staff: Inside the West Wing and Beyond has simple shape
however you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide
open and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Candy Yazzie:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The White House Staff: Inside the
West Wing and Beyond e-book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can
be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question The White House Staff:
Inside the West Wing and Beyond as good book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one
book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick
that!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Susie Vadnais:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The White House Staff: Inside the West Wing and
Beyond can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Donald Perkins:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half portions of the book. You can choose the book The White House Staff: Inside the West Wing and
Beyond to make your reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading ability is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the impression about book and
studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open a book and learn it. Beside that the book
The White House Staff: Inside the West Wing and Beyond can to be your friend when you're experience
alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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