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From Ernest and Julio Gallo to Francis Ford Coppola, Italians have shaped the history of California wine.
More than any other group, Italian immigrants and their families have made California viticulture one of
America’s most distinctive and vibrant achievements, from boutique vineyards in the Sonoma hills to the
massive industrial wineries of the Central Valley. But how did a small group of nineteenth-century
immigrants plant the roots that flourished into a world-class industry? Was there something particularly
“Italian” in their success?
 
In this fresh, fascinating account of the ethnic origins of California wine, Simone Cinotto rewrites a century-
old triumphalist story. He demonstrates that these Italian visionaries were not skilled winemakers
transplanting an immemorial agricultural tradition, even if California did resemble the rolling Italian
countryside of their native Piedmont. Instead, Cinotto argues that it was the wine-makers’ access to “social
capital,” or the ethnic and familial ties that bound them to their rich wine-growing heritage, and not financial
leverage or direct enological experience, that enabled them to develop such a successful and influential wine
business. Focusing on some of the most important names in wine history—particularly Pietro Carlo Rossi,
Secondo Guasti, and the Gallos—he chronicles a story driven by ambition and creativity but realized in a
complicated tangle of immigrant entrepreneurship, class struggle, racial inequality, and a new world of
consumer culture.
 
Skillfully blending regional, social, and immigration history, Soft Soil, Black Grapes takes us on an original
journey into the cultural construction of ethnic economies and markets, the social dynamics of American
race, and the fully transnational history of American wine.
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Brown:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
different personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't would
like do that. You must know how great and also important the book Soft Soil, Black Grapes: The Birth of
Italian Winemaking in California (Nation of Newcomers: Immigrant History As American History). All type
of book can you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Dale Winsett:

The knowledge that you get from Soft Soil, Black Grapes: The Birth of Italian Winemaking in California
(Nation of Newcomers: Immigrant History As American History) may be the more deep you excavating the
information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Soft Soil, Black Grapes: The Birth of Italian Winemaking in California (Nation
of Newcomers: Immigrant History As American History) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read it because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It
is therefore easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly
recommend you for having this kind of Soft Soil, Black Grapes: The Birth of Italian Winemaking in
California (Nation of Newcomers: Immigrant History As American History) instantly.

Anderson Austin:

Reading a book for being new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you go through
a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, mainly
because book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Soft Soil, Black Grapes: The Birth of Italian Winemaking in California (Nation
of Newcomers: Immigrant History As American History) provide you with new experience in reading
through a book.

Emma Lavigne:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but novel and Soft Soil, Black Grapes: The Birth of Italian Winemaking
in California (Nation of Newcomers: Immigrant History As American History) as well as others sources
were given understanding for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more



and more. Science book was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping
them to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science book, any other book likes Soft Soil, Black
Grapes: The Birth of Italian Winemaking in California (Nation of Newcomers: Immigrant History As
American History) to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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