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"Yaffe provides a wide-ranging and probing reflection on the portrayal of Jews and Judaism in early modern
thought. His innovative approach to the problem of Shakespeare's treatment of Shylock can stand for the
originality of his book as a whole... Yaffe's interpretations are likely to prove controversial, but they are
always thought-provoking." -- Virginia Quarterly Review

Much attention has been paid to the place of Shylock in the history of anti-Semitism. Most scholars have
agreed with Harold Bloom that Shakespeare's famous villain is drawn with a "murderous anti-Semitism" and
that Shakespeare uncritically mirrors the rife anti-Semitism of his times. While others see only gross
caricature in The Merchant of Venice, however, Martin Yaffe finds a subtle analysis of the Jew's place in a
largely Christian society. In Shylock and the Jewish Question, Yaffe challenges the widespread assumption
that Shakespeare is, in the final analysis, unfriendly to Jews. He finds that Shakespeare's consideration of
Judaism in The Merchant of Venice provides an important contrast to Marlowe's virulent The Jew of Malta.
In many ways, he argues, Shakespeare's play is even more accepting than Francis Bacon's notably inclusive
New Atlantis or the Jewish philosopher Benedict Spinoza's argument for tolerance in the Theologico-
Political Treatise.

"Although Yaffe focuses on the Jewish question, his study is a lead-in to a study of the rise of liberal
democracy, the development of religious toleration, the relation of church and state, and the inter-relation
between politics, economics and religion -- all of these being vital in history's evolution towards modernity."
-- Serge Liberman, Australian Jewish News

"In a critique that promises to refuel scholarly controversy over the portrait of Shylock... Yaffe's retro-
prospective approach to its political philosophy suggests interesting possibilities for contrasting popular anti-
Semitic culture and the more tolerant, enlightened statesmanship of the seventeenth-century." -- Frances
Barasch, Shakespeare Bulletin
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From reader reviews:

Janet Maldanado:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as a life style. This
reading practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what
kind of e-book you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want
feel happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Shylock and the
Jewish Question (Johns Hopkins Jewish Studies) is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unpredictable experience.

Lisa Potter:

The book untitled Shylock and the Jewish Question (Johns Hopkins Jewish Studies) contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy technique. The language is very
easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written
by famous author. The author will bring you in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this
book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere
and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can start their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
read.

Jack Johnson:

You will get this Shylock and the Jewish Question (Johns Hopkins Jewish Studies) by go to the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties to your knowledge.
Kinds of this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book
by means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose
suitable ways for you.

Robert Williams:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the very best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Shylock and the Jewish Question (Johns Hopkins Jewish Studies). Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one location to
other place.
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